\ l 49001154 
1,9 "ll by 
my 


as 
_ 
- 
” 
- 
* 2 


, 


- 


— 


2 
Fon 
Cz 
22 
| * 
, 
' 


table 
FAY 
ofa + 
(hen; 
* bm 


nant 
the 


C 
c 


uf 
7 2 


2 
4 


4 * * 
ef 
ny ebe, 


” nd. 
vat 
Th 
2 


71; 
1 


1 


4 Wi! 
wah ny li 


bord, 
a 
t 


TILSPIECE 


12 
2 


2 
* 
CH 
%. 
or 


7 
ſr 
2 


Ht 


. Bae 
Lad 
2 


”- 0 


1 8000 


bl 
te 


2 


CU 


4 
mh 


— 1 / 10 | in | | SZ * S — 

— D > 
— — 1 

* 

0 | | 
2 Worte d | 
r * 7 : 
| | Th k l 
Ml | ( fl — 
3 TED 7 10 "| | | by * 


2 — | 1 4 | = 
5 | 11108! THING « 4 


\ l 49001154 
1,9 "ll by 
my 


as 
_ 
- 
” 
- 
* 2 


, 


- 


— 


2 
Fon 
Cz 
22 
| * 
, 
' 


table 
FAY 
ofa + 
(hen; 
* bm 


nant 
the 


C 
c 


uf 
7 2 


2 
4 


4 * * 
ef 
ny ebe, 


” nd. 
vat 
Th 
2 


71; 
1 


1 


4 Wi! 
wah ny li 


bord, 
a 
t 


TILSPIECE 


12 
2 


2 
* 
CH 
%. 
or 


7 
ſr 
2 


Ht 


. Bae 
Lad 
2 


”- 0 


1 8000 


bl 
te 


2 


CU 


4 
mh 


— 1 / 10 | in | | SZ * S — 

— D > 
— — 1 

* 

0 | | 
2 Worte d | 
r * 7 : 
| | Th k l 
Ml | ( fl — 
3 TED 7 10 "| | | by * 


2 — | 1 4 | = 
5 | 11108! THING « 4 


THE : 


Midnight Ramblers 


WM xEw NOCTURNAL SPY; 
£2 Por the preſent TE AR. | 


Containing a Complete Descrx1epTION of the 


MODERN TRANSACTIONS 
LONDON AND WESTMINST ER. 


From the Hours of Nine in the Evening, till 


a Six in the Morning. 
EXHIBITING GREAT VARIEBTXY OF- 


Midnight Scenes and Adventures? 
EN RE AL L FEE, +» 
BOTH-SERIOUS AND. CO MIGs: 


WHEREIN ARE DISPLAYED * 
The Various Humours and Tranſactions of the diferent 
Inhabitants of the Metropolis — from the Duke in 
High, down to the Cobler in Low Life — and frdm the 
Dutcheſs in St. James's, down to the Oyſter Woman N 
at Billingſgatg, &c. &c. ye 
" IELUSTRATED WiTHY  * vas 
Real Characters, and Whimficat Ancedotes*- | 
Of ſeveral Votanes of Bach d Venus, from the 
Firſt-rate Bucks, Bloods, and Filles de Jaye, down to 
thoſe in more Humble Stat Ma! as well as thoſe in mere 
deplorable Conditions, whoſe utmoſt 1 ars 
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The author's apology—Sketch of bis de- 
figen—A peculiar viſitation from bis Guar- 
dian Angel, or good Genius to the Spy. 


XEN S prefaces, introductions, and 
5 A F prologues receive the ſanction 
of almoſt an univerſal cuſtom 
MEEK in the preſent age of delicacy 
and polite refinement, I ſhould have in- 
curred the imputation, not only*of neg 
Htigence, but alſo want of reſpect to my 
generous readers, had I omitted an apo- 
logy for committing the following trifles 
to their hands. Conſcious of my own 
inability, T am the more indured to ſue 
for public candour, when I obſerve the 
preſs teeming with productions that 
would not have been teetted med unworthy 
of an Attic age. There is not © ſingle 
topic within Te compaſs of the Belles 


Lettres, but has 1 diſcuſſed with 


the 


—— oo 


E 


the utmoſt accuracy, ſo that the ſtudious 


contemplative mind can never want the 
moſt agreeable employn it. Thoſe who 


delight in novels may pick and chuſe 
from almoſt numberleſs volumes written 
by men of learning, taſte, and genius: 
in theſe they may meet with incidents 
and characters not founded on the con- 
fuſe and vague ſallies of a diſtempered 


brain, but on confirmed facts and daily 


experience. Thoſe who make politics 
their favourite amuſement, may have re- 
courſe to the many elaborate perform- 
ances that have been made public on 


that abſtruſe divided ſyſtem: there they 
will behold what numbers appear to have 
aimed ſolely at the good of their coun- 


try, who have diſplayed with more than 
-Ciceronian eloquence the preſent - happy 
Fate of the nation, free from debts, un- 
incumbered by taxes, unanimous at home, 
revered abroad, and all owing to a ſkil- 
ful, able, upright miniſtry, who without 
even a glance to their own intereſt devote 
their time, talents, and fortunes to the 
ſervice of their king and country. | 
If there are any diſpoſed on the-con- 
trary to think that the common weal of 
Britain was never directed by a ſet of 


more weak or wicked men than at pre- 
ſent, 


* 


(87 

ſent, there are not wanting many poli- 
tical writers heartily diſpoſed to join them 
in lamenting he growth of corruption 
and oppreſſion amidſt all ranks of men, 
and. particularly the more elevated and 
dignified. Thoſe who have a taſte for 
the entertainments of the ſtage, mult be 
enraptured with our fine- ſpun modern 
Tragedies, entirely free from the noiſe 
and hurry of buſineſs, and incident, I 
had almoſt ſaid paſſion, with which our 
rude uncultivated forefathers perplexed 
their motley productions, as well as our 
delicate, moral, fentimental Comedies, 
which not only exclude obſcenity, but 
humour, and ſcorn the moſt diſtant affi- 
nity to ſuch low vulgar wit as diſgraced 
the tormer century, 

In ſuch an age as this, a writer who 
ſoars not above the level of common life, 
and pretends to no more than an ordinary 
degree of underſtanding, may be deem- 
ed an intruder on the public; and as I 


claim no pretence ſuperior to theſe, ang 


conſequently am liable to come under 
that predicament, I beg leave to aſſure 
my readers that I have endeavoured in 
this attempt to hold the mirrour up to 
nature; to laugh vice and folly out of 
countenance, to frighten the wicked by 
32 repre- 
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repreſenting their own picture to their 
view, to blend entertainment with in- 
ſtruct ion, and in one word, to draw a true 
picture of the preſent times at thoſe pe- 
culiar ſeaſons, when mankind throw off 
the maſk and appear more generally 
themſelves. | 

I further beg leave to premiſe, that my 
characters are drawn from real life, not 
the creation of whim and fancy, but 
creatures that really exiſt. This metro- 
polis and its enyirons abound with an 
infinite number of characters, amuſe- 
ments, and modes of diſſipation, not only 
diſguſting to ſenſible, honeſt minds, but 
imurious to human ſociety in general. 
Jherefore, if theſe are delineated with 
truth and juſtice, it is preſumed the de- 
ſign will plead for itſelf, and thereby 
wave all further apology. If i 1s urged 
that attempts of this nature have Jately 
appeared, I anſwer in vindication of the 
preſent, that from the multiplicity of 
characters, and tranſactions, the variety 
and viciſſitude of ſcenes within the 
compaſs of this metropolis and parts ad- 


jacent; there will always be ground for 


freſh matter; ſo that the ſubject may be 
deemed almoſt inexhauſtible, and ever im- 


Pioveable, as every day brings with it its 


peculiar 


f. SJ 


eculiar occurrences. Thus much for 
apology and deſign, which ſubmitted to 
the judgement of the candid public, the 
next conſideration offered will be the 
mode in which the Spy was uſhered into 
an immediate acquaintance and percep- 
tible intercourſe with his Guardian Angel, 
or good Genius which became not only 
his inſeperable companion, but chief in- 
ſtructor during the courſe of his re- 
view. | | 
An ancient ſe& of philoſophers held 
that the four elements were inhabited by 
ſpirits which they call Sylphs, Gnomes, 
Nymphs, and Salamanders. The Gnomes 
or Dzmons of earth delight in miſchief, 
but the Sylphs, whoſe habitation is in the 
air, are the beſt conditioned creatures 
imaginable ; for, according to them, any 
mortals may enjoy the moſt intimate fa- 
milarities with theſe gentle ſpirits upon 
very eaſy conditions, which are an invio- 
late preſervation of chaſtity. There is a 
moſt minute and circumſtantial account 
of theſe Genii, but particularly the good 
one, in a French volume, wherein it is 
called Le Genie Ajfiſtant, and repreſented 
as inciting and directing to good, and 
guarding and warding off from evil. 
Now as a very eminent wricer of that 
| B ; nation 


x 3 


nation has veſted a Dæmon, or evil ſpirit, 


with extraordinary powers of intelligence 
and communication, as we find in the 
inſtance of the celebrated Diable Boiteux 
of Monſieur Le Sage, why may we not 
introduce the Gente Afſitante, or aſſiſtant 
Genius, as guiding and informing a mor- 
tal, peculiarly defirous of obſerving the 
diſpoſition and actions of his fellow crea- 
tures ? 

Taking the liberty of veſting our Ge- 
nivs with the garb of humanity, we 
therefore inform the reader, that as the 
Spy was walking one evening in a ſhady 
retreat, in the Green Park, he was thus 
unexpetc dly accoſted—** [ rejoice, con- 
2 templative Sir, in this opportunity of 
** meeting you alone, and communicat- 
ing to you my deſire of affording you 
« afliſtance in a tour through this epi- 
* tome of the world, which muſt be 
* highly grateful to a perſon of your 
curious and inveſtigating diſpoſt- 
= ran” 

The Spy, ſtartled at ſo unexpected an 
occurrence, paid his reſpects to the ſtran- 
ger, but aſſured him that he had not the 
leaſt knowledge of his perſon, “ I am 
very ſenſible of that, replied the ftran- 


ger, but J flatter myſelf, you will not 
be 


(22 2] 
be diſpleaſed with me, when we become 
better acquainted ; therefore if you will 
vouchſafe to attend, I will inform you 
of ſome .particulars, together with the 
reaſon of my addreſs.” You fee before 
you, tontinued the ſtranger, your Guar- 
dian Angel, your good Genius, to whoſe 
ſuggeſtions, though you have frequently 
turned a deaf car, it is my unalterable 
propenſity to do and bring you good, as 
it is to avert from you evil. All mortals 
in this lower ſphere of being, have this 
benefit, but fo intoxicated are they with 
their vices and follies, that few, very 
few avail themſelves of it; on the con- 
trary, the greater part in defiance of ad- 
monition ruſn down a precipice with their 
eyes open, and fondly court their own 
ruin and deſtruction. Fatal truths ! 
exclaimed the Spy, F acknowledge the 
force of your remarks,” No compliments, 
returned the Genius, but give me your 
hand, I will be your guide, and ſhew you. 
ſuch ſcenes as you ſhall behold with 
equal aſtoniſhment and indignation. 
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The Genius makes ſome general refleftions on 


the preſent times, modes and faſhions— 
State of the town on retirement from bu/i- 
neſs—V arious purſuits of the inhabitants, 
ſerious, droll, intereſting, and trifling,” com- 
prebending a medley of characters and in- 
cidents. . 


9 had now withdrawn his 


cheering rays from our horizon, and 


our world was wrapt in darkneſs, when 


the Spy, attended by his guardian Ge- 


nius, ſet out on his ſentimental walk 


throughout thoſe well known parts of the 
globe, called London and Weſtminſter. 


To prepare his mind for thoſe ſcenes 


which might hereafter preſent themſelves, 
the genius, by way of prelude, gave a 
ſketch of the times, to the following 
purport: © If we look into moralizing 
authors, we ſhall find every one exclaim- 
ing againſt the enormity of his own 
time, as unprecedented and hardly to be 
equalled in futurity. Oh, the wickedneſs. 
of this age! is the general cry: thus are 
men naturally diſpoſed to cenſure the 


vices of others, while very few take any 
pains 


YI OE Wo WTR PST Wwe” 


© 097} 
pains to correct their.own. The divine 
will talk moſt plauſibly of virtue, tem- 
perance, and charity in the pulpit, but 
follow the black gown'd hypocrite into 
the world,, and you'll find him ſolacing 
himſelf with his bottle and laſs, and more 
induſtrious in collecting his tythes, than 
practiſing the duties he recommends to 


others. The grave, ſolemn, perriwigged 


judge, ſeated on the bench, may appear 
to the ſhallow-ſighted, a prodigy of 
equity, and the award may be deemed 
juſt, when a poor devil is ſentenced to 
Tyburn for ftealing a few ſhillings; but 
your pardon, Sir Gravity, what muſt be 
{aid of thoſe, who can ſuffer murderers to 


go unpuniſhed, and ſolicit majeſty to pro- . 


tect the vilcft of miſcreants ? what can 
be ſaid, when the influence of a proſti- 


ute ſhall even turn aſide law, and bear 
down the ſcale of juſtice? nor is there 


leſs juggle amongſt the . phyheal tribe, 
who in general derive more importance 
from a conſequential air and rolling on 
four wheels, than from a knowledge in 
their profeſſion, or diſpoſition io impart 
their ſkill for the benefit of thoſe whole 
circumſtances will net permit them to fee 
them every viſit. I would not mean to 


contemn the very honourable — 
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10 
of law, phyſic, and divinity, as I rank 
them amongſt the neceſſary plagues of 
life; I would only lament the too general 


_ diſgrace that is brought upon them by 


profeſſors; few of whom being what 


they appear, As in the higher, ſo it is 


in the lower ſpheres of life, paſſion pre- 


dominates and hurries into actions in- 


compatible with reaſon, truth, and juſ- 
tice, Money feeds the paſſions, there- 
fore to get money is the chief end of 
man: the principal rule of his conduct, 
his primary, his ultimate view. Indeed, 
on a minute review of mankind, their 
very follies feem to be in ſome degree 
neceflary, ſince thoſe follies render them 
tools to each other, and ſo become as it 


were a means of exiſtence z for if we 
look abroad, we ſhall find that many, not 


only live ſplendidly, but amaſs fortunes, 
by abfolutely impoſing on the credulity 
of the public. Next to the love of mo- 


ney, the love of fame ſeems to be the 


leading principle of action in the preſent 


day, as well as from time immemorial. It 
is from this paſſion that the deſire: of be- 
coming remarkable and particular, ſo ge- 


nerally prevails, for moſt people covet 
the notice and admiration of others, 
vainly imagining that thereby they in 

reality 
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a 
reality become wonderful and extraor- 
dinary. Though all men are in ſome de- 
gree actuated by this principle, yet it ap- 
pears differently in each, according to the 
different inclinations and tempers of per- 
ſons, When it meets with bold enter- 
prizing ſpirits, it makes them heroes; 
when with covetous diſpoſitions, miſers; 
country *ſquires it converts into huntſ- 
men, and jockies, and our London petit 
maitres into fops, coxcombs, or rather 
aſſes. This laſt ſpecies of animals, 
however contemptible in themſelves, are 


very uſeful tools to the public, eſpecially 


to the fraternities of taylors,- barbers, 
and ſhoe-makers, ſince the innovations in 
dreſs that are introduced almoſt every 


month promote trade, and conſequently. 


the circulation of money. 
As I am now deſcanting on the pre- 


ſent times, and drawing characters, you 


will ſuffer me to mention an inſignificant 


tribe who are always talking of them- - 


ſelves; their converſation is a looking- 
glaſs, which always preſents to you their 
impertinent figure: they will give” muy 
hiſtory of their dear ſelves, and quite pol 
ſon you with egotiſm; all is related that 
they have done, ſeen, heard, or thought 
their ſtory is a ſpring which is never to 


be 


E 
be dried up. But not to take up too 
much of our time on this ſubject, I thall 
only add, that as mankind are in gene- 
ral actuated by theſe abſurd principles, 
the abſurdity of their conduct is no mat- 
ter · of aſtoniſhment ; on the contrary, it 
appears of neceſſity, that the major part 
muſt be either knaves or fools. The 
Genius having thus deſcanted on general 
topics, proceeded to particular remarks 
on the ſtate of the town, at the hour of 
nine at night, when wearied mortals re- 
tire from buſineſs and betake themſelves 
to recreation or repoſe, © Obſerve, faid 
he, that ſmart blade hurring into the 
barber's ſhop, he has juſt diveſted him- 
ſelf of his compring- houſe dreſs and face, 
whipped into his buckiſh garb, put on 
his occaſional bag and ſword, in order 
to roll it at the Weſt end of the town, 
and revel with his whore over a bottle of 
claret at M——'s, while his grave fire 
contents himſelf with a ſerious pipe and 
glaſs of humble port at the King's Arms, 
That ſpark who peeps mto the milliner's 
Mop, waits the abſence of the miſtreſs in 
order to friſk it with the wenches, who 
after work are fond of a little play, and 
no toy is ſo agreeable to them as a 
ſprightly fellow. Behold with what glee 
| that 


( 13 ) 


that old curmudgeon counts the money 


out of his till, whilſt his prodigal fon 
leers over his ſhoulder, and wiſhes every 


ſhilling in his clutches. Look to your- 


bags of gold, Square-toes---in that back 


parlour reigns. domeſtic happineſs ; there 


you ſee an induſtrious family compoſed 
of a father, mother, and four obedient 
children, ragaling themſelves after the 
buſineſs of the day, and enjoying the 


ſweets of their labour. Thoſe people 


that are running in danger of breaking 
their necks, are ſome of our ſtage-ſtruck 


genius's, haſtening in order to be time 


enough for the farce at one of the thea- 
tres. But fee how that old fellow walks 
a few paces, then returns, and is dehbe- 
rating as it were with himſelf. He was 
Juſt accoſted by a whore, and is now un- 
der the different workings of paſſion and 
reaſon ; the former gets the better, and 


away goes the mortal into a neighbours 


ing brothel. I hat ſcribe in the corner 
box at the Three Herrings, is a retailer 


of occurrences to news paper printers; 


his buſineſs is with the whole town, but 
more particularly with clerks to juſtices, 


phy ſicians, coachmen, footmen to qua- 


lity, undertakers, ſervants, writers to ſhip 


brokers, coffee-hovle waiters, the officers 


of 


C 


( 14 ) 
of the mayor and ſheriffs : he is now wri- 
ting the different articles of intelligence, 
which with ſome lies of his own inven- 
tion, he muſt immediately convey for 
inſertion in the next day's paper. 

That ſwarm of poor whores within and 
without the Bar, are juſt ſallied out of their 
tenements of iniquity, in order to diſpoſe 
of their ware to the beſt advantage they 
can; many of them in all probability 
have not Aras their faſt, and moſt of 
them will he in the ſtreets, unleſs pitied 
and relieved by ſome compaſſionate 
ſwains. Take notice of that luſty Duenna, 
in the long red cloak, following the lit- 
tle ſinart Jaſs in the linen gown. She's a 
notorious bawd, ſhe lives by the proſti- 
tution of fix unhappy girls; and as ſhe 
furniſhes them with clothes, ſhe never 
truſts them out of her light, leſt they 
ſhould walk off and forget to return. 
By this time their ſpirits wanting a little 
refreſhment, they ſtepped into a houſe 
famous for excellent Britiſh Burgundy, 
and as noted for a moſt inſolent landlord, 
for, as hath frequently been obſerved, 
there is not a more upſtart ſet of people 
in the world, than our retailers of malt. 

Here they were loſt in a cloud of ſmoke, 


and ſtunned with an inceſſant din of non- 
ſenſe, 


1 

ſenſe, but as they were deſirous of ſeeing 
life in every ſhape, they called in the aid 
of patience, by which they endured this 
ſcene of confuſion near an hour. The 
Spy took particular notice of the haughty, 
arrogant behaviour of the hoſt, and could 
not avoid checking his inſolence, but was 
reprimanded by the Genius for demean- 
ing himſelf in holding conference with 
ſo deſpicable a fellow; and when the diſ- 
pute ceaſed, he thus addreſſed him: 

* As our chief deſign is to obſerve 
men and manners, and open the frauds 
and deceits commonly practiſed, alſo to 
make moral reflections on the moſt 
ſtriking occurrences that happened dur- 


ing our nocturnal progreſs: it may not 


be amiſs to give a ſummary of particu- 
lar characters. I ſhall begin with that 
modernly called a Publican, where gene- 
ral pride, infolence, and ingratitude moſt 
men have, may, or will find hy their own 
experience, Licences for felling ale 
were originally granted to perſons who 
had ſuſtained loſſes in trade, or by 
any means to which they were not them- 
ſelves acceſſary, in order to prevent fa- 
milies from being burthenſome to the 
pariſh, But in this tippling age, which is 


greatly degenerated from the former ſober 
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one, there is ſcarcely a more profitable 

4 buſineſs, than that of ſelling malt and 

| ſpirits. Hence many mechanics and 

| numberleſs lacquies embark in the ſame; 

and to this we may impute the inſolence ſo 

f viſible in their general behaviour. When 

one in this way firſt embarks, he is all 

F meckneis, civility, and condeſcenſion, 

bY but as his pockers fill, his pride increaſes, 

and to ſo great a pitch will it frequently 

ariſe, that he will forget the very perſons 

who were principally inſtrumental in 

4 bringing him forward in the world. If 

1 a perſon ſpends his all with one of thoſe 

f malt penſioners, and aſks for credit, tis 

15 much if he is not chaſtiſed, nay more, 

5 reviled for his folly and extravagance, 

"3 If a conſtant cuſtomer happens on any ac- 

N count to abſent himſelf ſor a few days, 

there is a verbal hue and cry publiſhed 

concerning him among thoſe who fre- 
| quent the houſe. 

Notwithſtanding this, other blockheads 

! will hear this without conceiving that they 

would be treated in the ſame manner 


| 10 under the like circumſtances, and expend 
4. their property to enrich a peremptory vn- 
5 grateful icoundrel, who by a diſtant be- 
q haviour might be brought to that mo- 


1 deſty which becomes his ſervile ſtation. 
1 There 


(*-29" ] 
There are three kinds of publicans. In 
the purlieus of Wapping, they lord it 
over their cuſtomers like a boatſwain over 
the jack tar. In the city, they eſteem 
themſelves on a level with any of their 
cuſtomers on this ſide a common council- 
man. At the Weſt end of the town, they 
are in general above their cuſtomers, be- 
cauſe moſt of them having been of the 


party, coloured livery, when they caſt 


their ſkin, they look down with contempt 
on ſuch as are obliged to wear the badge 


of ſubmiſſion. As there is no rule without 


exception, there are ſome amongſt this 
clan, who having the advantage of an 


education above the employment they 
have taken upon them, treat every per- 


ſon with due reſpect, being of another 
diſpoſition from the greateſt part; gener- 
ous and obliging, and -quite oppoſite to 
that mercenary brutiſh temper which moſt 
of them poſſeſs either by nature or ac- 
quirement. Fully ſated with the be- 
haviour of the hoſt, and the converſation 
of the company, the Spy and his Guar- 
dian withdrew, and had not advanced 
many ſteps, before their obſervation was 
attracted by a number of people, wao 
were ſtanding round a hand-baſket, from 
whence procceded a kind of tone not un- 
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„ 
like that which ſome wits have termed 
matrimonial muſic. During the general 
flare, up came one of thoſe vigilant pre- 
ſervers of our perſons and properties, 
called Watchmen, who on looking into 
the baſket, exclaimed, © What in the 
name of goodneſs has Providence ſent us 
here? the produce of ſomebody's in- 
duſtry, Il be bound, who had rather work 
to get ten baſtards, than labour to main- 
tain one.“ Upon this, he took out the 
litcle lump of mortality, crying to the 
humane public tor aid and aſſiſtance, with 
this inſcription written 1n moſt legible 
characters on a label fixed to his breaft : 

.* Conſider, good people, I pray, 
Jo bn we're by nature inclin'd ; 
Tho' my father's a ſinner you'll ſay, 
To his fon, oh vouchſafe to be kind: 
Convey me to bed and to board, 
And carry me out of the weather; 
& Your help to the friendleſs afford, 
%% And be to the orphan a facher.“ 


ee 


ce 


The oddity of the preſent and the 
pot ſy occaſioned a gencral laugh, and 
raiſed various conjectures in the minds of 
all preſent, who ſtood debating on the 
Ungularity of the circumitance, till at 


length 


( -39. 4} | 
length ſeveral of the watchmen's aſſo- 
ciates came up to enquire into the caule 
of a mob being gathered in the ſtreets, 
after the watch was ſer. The preſent be. 
ing produced, away trooped one of them 
to Mr. Churchwarden, who was carou- 
ſing over his bottle at a neighbouring 
tavern, which he had the humanity to 
quit on this occalion, and haſtening to 
the ſpot, he took the bantling in his 
arms, put on his ſpectacles, and began to 
read the ſuperſcription, in order to fee to 
whom the ſqualling packet was directed. 
Having with ſome difficulty ſolved the 
meaning of thoſe very homely lines, Alas 
a day, faid he, IL'Il warrant this poor de- 
ſerted wretch is the offspring of fome 
hungry bard, ſo pray, John, take it to 
the watch- houſe fire till morning, when 
it ſhall be carried to the work-houſe, it 
may inherit the genius, and be a better 
man than the father; good poets are ſcarce, 
and who knows what this child' of chance 
may turn out, The command was im- 
mediately obeyed, and the company that 
was aſſembled to ſee this ſight, departed 
extremely tickled with the oddity of the 
circumſtance, as well as the behaviour 
of the poor's banker, who gave proof of 
more humanity than is uſual for thoſe 


gentry 
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gentry to ſhew even on the moſt preſſing 
occaſions. 

The Spy and his companions had not 
walked the uſual diſtance from this place, 
as one ale-houſe is from another in moſt 
of the public ſtreets, before an odorife- 
rous ci vet- box perfumed the air and ſo- 
luted their noſtrils with ſo refreſhing a 
noſegay, that the whole city of Edin- 
burgh, overflowed at midnight by 2 ge- 
neral diſcharge of pots, pans, and tubs, 
could not exceed it. In a ſhort time 
came rumbling by, an aukward unweildy 
engine, which the Spy took for one of 
our deadmonger's caravans, laden with 
a corpſe grown offenſive, by having been 
kept too long, haſtening to the next 
church yard in order to be interred. But 
he was ſoon undeceived upon being in- 
formed by a paſſer by, that it was a gold- 
finder's waggon carrying treaſure to a 
receptacle near Tottenham Court Road, 
a very profitable employ to the principal; 
for though it is attended with ſome ſtink, 
it produces in effect much ſweet; as a 
guinea taken from a boghouſe will paſs 
current as far as one taken from the Ex- 
chequer, where there is very often as 
dirty work practiſed, as amongſt the 
goldfinders. The Genius remarked up- 

| on 
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on this occaſion, that a man of humour 
and ſentiment may draw entertaining or 
inſtructive reflections from every occur- 
rence in human life, which affords us 
freſh leſſons every day. 
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Trip to Billingſgate--Humours of Dart bouſe 
Lane, Fiſhwomen, Sailors, and others 
with the faſhionable Dialogues of that 
Part of the Town. 


IME had now grown upon the 

Spy and his Genius, and each pa- 
rochial Jack-a-lanthorn was croaking 
about ftreet, paſt eleven. o'clock. The 
more ſober part of mankind were 
paring to forſake their reſpective · boozing 
kens, and by going early to reſt, enable 
themſelves to riſe early in the morning. 
The glittering lamps which about two 
hours ago ſparkled like diamonds, were 
dwindled many of them to glimmering 
ſnuffs, the lighters having confiſcated 


part of the oil allowed them to their 


own uſe. 
Strumpets in the ſtreet were now grown 
| a rare 


( 22 ) 
a rare commodity, it being a ſearch 
night; the fear of Pridewell had driven 
them home to their own poor finful ha- 
bitations where dwelt ſhame, poverty, 
miſery, and their wretched ſelves. After 
a conſiderable ſtand, it was agreed upon 
to move eaſtward and proceed to the 
purlieus of Billingſgate, where the Spy 
was informed there were abundance of 
diverſions to be found amongſt the va- 
rious humours of the maritime mobi- 
lity. | 
Accordingly they ſteered their courſe 
thither, and having. reached as far as 
Cheapſide, were ſurprized by a ſtrange 
medley of ſounds, that ſeemed to come 
from a conſiderable diſtance, At length 
bolted out from the corner of a ſtreet 
with a large lanthorn, like an ignis fa- 
tuus, dancing before them, a parcel of 
ſtrange figures covered over with rugs, 
their heads buttoned up into caps, re- 
ſembling thoſe which belong to coats of 
mail, armed with weapons 1n the ſhape 
of clyſter pipes, but almoſt as long as the 
ſpeaking trumpet of a firſt rate man of 
war, which on a ſudden they applied to 
their jaws, and made a moſt hideous yel- 
ling. Alarmed at this ſudden outcry, 
the Spy enquired of an honeſt 3 | 
chat 
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that was ſtaggering home loaden with 


ſtout butt, What was the meaning of this 
loud noiſe, -©* Noiſe, do you call i It, re- 
turned the ſon of Bacchus, why, you 
ſimpleton, thoſe are the city waits who 
play every night at this ſeaſon of the 
year, to rouze each lazy drone to family 
duty.“ The Spy expreſſed much deſire 
to be out of their hearing, on which the 
ſtranger checked him, as a perſon that 
had no ear tor muſic, and wanting in re- 
card for the affairs of the ci'y, bidding 
him good night, and wiſhing that he 
might improve in his taſte. After this 
they paſſed on without moleſtation, till 
they got into Gracechurch-Street, when 
one of the midnight Kings of Clubs, go- 
ing his rounds, Attended by his whole 
court of ravenous myrmidons, popped on 


them unawares, and with a hem, clap- 


ping his painted ſcepter on the ground, 
bid them ſtand and come before the 


conſtable. Like prudent ramblers, they 


obeyed the voice of authority, and with 


uncovered heads paid reverence to his 


awful preſence. He demanded of them, 
in an auſtere manner, who and what they 
were? the Spy, 1n order to gratify his 
worthip's curioſity, and make him ſome- 
what the wiſer, replied to his imperti- 

nent 
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nent queſtion with as much ſubmiſſion 
and reſpect, as a fool in office could ex- 
pect, or a prudent man when at the mercy 
of ſuch a coxcomb give. But the Ge- 
nius diſdaining the very idea of ſuch a 
wretch, peremptorily told him, they were 
gentlemen, whoſe actions were anſwerable 
to the law, and that if he dared to detain 
them, they would have recourſe to that 
law for ſatisfaction, as he knew perſons 
were as free to walk the ſtreets by night 
as by day, provided they kept the peace. 
Upon this the Spy put his hand to his 
pocket, and a crown into the hand of 
one of the watch, which had an amazing 
influence upon Mr. Surlycuff, who after 
ſeveral hems and haws, ſaid, he believed 
they were real gentlemen, and directed 
Jeffrey to attend them down Fiſh Street 
E1ill, left they ſhould ſtumble and break 
their ſhins againſt the Monument. The 
Genius was happy in being delivered 
trom the 3 and abſurdity of this 
inquiſitive puppy in office, who took as 
much pride in being the moſt officious 
fool in the pariſh, as a publican dogs” i in 
being on the jury, or a City barber in be- 
ing made an officer of the train bands. 
I cannot ſee, ſaid the Spy, the great good 
theſe fellows do by patroling the ſtreets, 
under 


{25 


winder pretence of guarding thoſe who are 


fleeping in their beds: I am certain, that 


very frequently, inſtead of prevepting 
miſchief, they make it, by apprehending 
innocent perſons, and detaining them 
from their habitations, to which they are 
quietly repairing : they likewiſe often 
provoke gentlemen, by their inſolence, 
to commit raſh actions; in ſhort, there is 


the utmoſt reaſon to believe they play 


more rogues tricks than they detect, and 
occaſion more diſturbances than they pre- 
vent. | 


By this time they reached the purlicis 


of Billingſgate, which ſent forth a va- 


riety of ſmells that announced their near 
approach to the place they were deſtined 


to. They groped about in a narrow lane 
to find the entrance of that nocturnal» 
theatre, in whoſe delightful fcenes they 


propoſed paſſing an hour of obſ-rvation. 
At laſt they ſtumbled on the threſhold of 
a gloomy cavern, where, at a diſtance, 
they ſaw lights burning like candles 
in a haunted cave, where weak and 
deluded minds have imagined ghoſts and 
goblins held their midnight revels. They 
had no ſooner entered, than their ears 
were ſaluted with a general din of fe- 
male tongues, all ſo loud, that it was 

D difficult 
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difficult to determine which was moſt vo- 
ciferous. 

Around the fire ſat a tattered aſſembly 
of fat greaſy fiſh-dames, whole carbun- 
cled countenances indicated their cloſe 
acquaintance with the good creature, and 
whole coarſe language ſhewed their im- 
provement in this moſt excellent acade- 
my. They ſeemed by the drift of their 
converſation to be highly diſpleaſed at 
the modern mode of head- dreſs practiſed 
by the gayer circle of ſcmales, whom 
they ſtigmatized with the coarſeſt and 
moſt indelicate epithets. Up in a cor- 
ner fat a couple of watermen, one eating 
a broiled. red herring, the other fealling 
on ſtrong Cheſhire cheeſe and onions, 
enough at that ſeaſon to have turned 
the ſtomach of a man of a puny conſti- 
tution. Then in blunders a drunken 
tar, juſt arrived from his ſhip which lay 
homeward bound from the Faſt Indies, 
at Graveſend, Jack having made a good 
voyage, and being in high ſpirits, as well 
as tull of money, was as great in thoughts 
as an admiral, and called about him with 
an air of the utmoſt conſequence, after 
this manner. © You ſpawn of a freſh- 
water Jubber, why don't you bear a hand 
with the toddy, or have you beayed 

your 
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your limbs to the chair you fit on?” He 
was ſoon obſerved by a lady who fat op- 
polite to him, with a gold necklace, and 
her fingers full of rings; ſhe joined him, 
and in a very ſhort time they emptied 
four ſhilling bowls hand to fiſt. It was 
hinted to the Spy, that there are always 
numbers of thoſe engaging nymphs ply- 
ing about this place in queſt of home- 
ward-bound ſailors, whom they fleece of 
their money and commodities, and re- 
duce frequently to a -ſingle ſhirt and 
jacket, In another corner of the gloomy 
cavern, fat a promiſcuous company wait- 
ing for the departure of the Graveſ-nd 
boats, ſome aſleep, ſome awake, and ſome 
neither the one nor the other. That wo- 
man with the child at her breaſt, as the 
Spy was informed - by one of her own 
ſex, was a ſailor's wife, but as arfant a 


ſtrumpet as ever Wapping or Rag Fair 


could produce, inſomuch that the poor 


fellow, ſhe was certain, ploughed the 


ocean to maintain her in dleneſs, and 
ſupport the baſtards ſhe got by a ſtrong 
backed, lazy footman, with whoſe parts 
and abilities ſhe was enamoured to dif- 
tract'on. But yet, added the, the poor 
fool will be as fond of the brat as if it 
was his own; fo little does he know of 
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the arts and tricks of this world. While 
this lady was entertaining us with a diſh 
of ſcandal, in came an old leering letcher, 
with a ſtout buxom wench, and enquired 
what time the boats went off for Graveſ- 
end; they told him about three in the 
morning. © Dear, dear, ſays the old goat, 
"twill make me fick to fit up ſo long, 
can't my wife and I have a bed here?“ 
Py all means, Sir, replied the pious abet- 
ter of fornication in the bar, we have ſe- 
veral couples in bed above ſtairs that 
wait for the tide as well as you, ſo Ruth 
get a candle and ſhew the lady and gen- 
tleman up to the bed- room. After theſe 
came in two jolly tars in high glee with a 
bag- pipe before them, who, as appeared 
afterwards, had been paid their wages 
the day before. They took their ſeats 
near the Spy and his companion, and by 
their uncouth behaviour, droll geſtures, 
and maritime nonſenſe, at firſt afforded 
no ſmall degree of jovial merriment. 
But theſe two ſubjects of Neptune being 
inſpired with the juice, like a man uſt 
releaſed from priſon, ſoon wantoned in 
all the excels of revelling, and ſeemed to 
contend for pre-eminence in folly and 
brutality, After they had vented vollies 


of oaths, and a fullome degree of froth. 
and. 


( 29 ) 
nd nonſenſe, they ordered the piper to 
play up while they danced or rather 
jumped, what they called a horn-pipe, 
with which being fatigued, they took 
themſelves up to bed to the great relief 
of the ſober part of the company. This 
ſcene was ſucceeded by the entrance of a 
fellow in the habit of a ſerjeant in the 
guards, with four ſtout country-looking 
lads ſtupidly drunk, as if they had been 
in a ſtate of intoxication for ſeveral ſuc- 
ceeding days. An old dry curmudgeon, 
who appeared to know the various tricks 


and chicaneries practiſed in this town, 


gave the Spy to underſtand that the fel- 
low in red was an infamous crimp or ſe- 
ducer of the ignorant and unwary, in the 
ſervice of a certain honourable company 
of monopolizers, who employed a num- 
ber of theſe ſcoundrels to kidnap his 
majeſty's ſubjects in o der to tranſport 
them to fight their battles upon ſalt junk, 
and rice, and aſſiſt the myrmidons they 
hire to make unlawful depredations, 
while they are enjoying the benefit at 
home ; though it muſt be honeſtly con- 
feſſed, theſe men, great and ſplendid as 
they appear, abſolutely enrich themſelves 
by blood and rapine. Theſe poor fel- 
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lows, it appeared, were brought hither by. 
the crimp, who waited to eſcort them on 
board an outward bound ſhip; for it 
ſeems, they are not entitled to the reward. 
of their infamy till their prey is ſecured in 
the wooden world where there are no 
- back-doors out of which they can make 
their eſcape, Take notice, ſays the Ge- 
nius to the Spy, how the villain pryes. 
into every company, to ſeek whom be 
can trepan; he is ever, I dare ſay, look- 
ing out for the weak and the wretched, 
but the curſes of many muſt attend him 
both at home and abroad, and not him. 
only, but thoſe who abet and encourage- 
him. 

But there, ſaid the Genius, is an object 
at once to be deſpiſed and pitied. That 
young man, in the old black coat, with 
hollow eyes and a meagre countenance, 
ſhaking as if in a fit of the ague, is thus 
reduced from a ſtate of affluence within 
the compaſs of a year. 

Being the only child of two doating 
parents, they indulged him in every 
youthful foible, till follies degenerated 
into vices, and he became addicted to every 
kind of diſſipation, deaf to the admoni- 
tion of friends, and a bubble to jilts and 
iharpers, 


( 3» ) 
Marpers. The father had ſtretched His. 
purſe ſtrings pretty wide to ſupport his 
extravagance while living; and on his. 
death bequeathed him. his al Pof- 
ſeſſed of a conſiderable ſum, his brain: 


now maddened at the thought, baits were 


thrown out from. every quarter, billet- 
doux and cards of invitation poured 
in upon him, and young *ſ{quire Sapſcull 
was the reigning toaſt in every aſſembly of 
bucks and belles. But what was the 
cauſe—was it a. deference paid to his 
mental. or. perſonal. accompliſhments ;. 
neither; it was paying court to his folly, it 
was alluring him to ruin. He ſoon fell 
a prey to whores and gamblers, who ſtript- 
him of his laſt ſhilling and all he could 
raiſe by his gaudy cloaths and foppifh. 
trappings, and thenderided his folly and 
extravagance. You now. behold him al- 
moſt naked and quite friendleſs, ſhelter- 
ing himſelf here over a. penny - worth of 
pur], becauſe deſtitute. of lodging, whilſt: 


the moſt abandoned of mankind are 


rioting on his ſquandered and irrecover- 
able patrimony, He 1s a ftriking leſſon 
to youth in general, and like another 
Barnwell, farcibly warns them to be- 
ware, 


8 Br 
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By this time the dial pointed to twelve, 
and the Spy and his companion thinking 
a ſufficient part of their time devoted to 
this medley ſcene, departed in order to 
purſue their intended deſign. 


OT AE ER IT --. 
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Progreſs through the eaſtern parts of the 
town— Humorous ſcenes among ft the in- 
habitants of Rag-Fair, Wapping, and 
places adjacent, at midulgbt. 


HEN our ſentimental peripatetics 

quitted this houſe of civil recep- 
tion at Billingſgate, a kind of conſulta- 
tion was held which way to ſteer their 
courſe, till at length it was agreed to 
confine themſelves to no particular ſpot, 
ſo that now uncertainty may be ſaid to 
be their courſe, and meer accident their 
pilot. 

They paſſed through Thames Street, 
amuſing each other with remarks on 
what had lately paſſed, till they reached 
Tower-hil!, which led to that place of 
eminence, called Rag Fair, This Ipot it 


| ſeemed was as noted for Sheap bargains 


by 
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dy night as by day; as it abounded with 
the moſt miſerable of whores, ſo that 
two-pence would go as far here in a cer- 
tain commodity, as half a crown on the 
other ſide of Aldgate. Notwithſtanding 
the efforts of magiſtrates, this quarter 
ſwarmed with bunters, who bid defiance 
to all moleſtation, and whoſe impudence 


and poverty are ſuch, that they fear nei- 


ther goals nor puniſhment. The Spy be- 
held them with terror, as if old Nick had 
collected them together in order to em- 
bark for his infernal territories; yet not- 
withſtanding this apparent miſery, he ob- 
ſerved with aſtoniſhment, that amongſt 
all that he beheld as he paſſed through, 
there was not one dejected countenance, 
from whence his intelligent Genius re- 
marked, that poverty and wretchedneſs 
are commonly attended with ſuch a care- 
leſs indifference, that frees the mind from 
reflecting on its miſeries: for (added he) 
were theſe deſpicable beings to let the 
unhappineſs oſ their circumſtances once 


affect their thoughts, and become the ob- 


ject of their conſideration, it would have 
ſuch a melancholy effect upon their ſpi- 
rits, as would drive them to acts of deſ- 
peration, as we find ſometimes happens. 


By 
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By the time the Genius had made theſes 
obſervations, they had ſtraggled into Wap- 
ping, and ſeeing the door of a public 
houſe open, they popped in to obſerve 
the humours of that part of this exten- 
ſive metropolis. 

The firſt figure that accoſted them was 
one of the virtuous hoſteſſes of thoſe pur- 
leus, whole fiery face, double chin, and 
corpulent carcaſe, were admirably adapt- 
ed to the united characters of bawd and 
landlady. The Spy having a ſword on, 
was treated by the beldam with ſingular 
reſpect, who aſked him in a voice as 
hoarle as that of a boatſwain, What 
will you pleaſe to drink captain? as if ſhe 
could diſtinguiſh a commander from an 
inferior tar, as well by his ſword, as ſhe 
could a monkey from a jackanapes by his 
tail After they had anſwered her queſ- 
tions, ſhe prepared a bowl of ſtrange ſtuff, 
which for want of better, they were oblig- 
ed to diſpenſe with. They obſerved in 
the chimney corner a luſty fellow quaffing 
tobacco in a ſhort pipe, with a molt ſor- 
rowful countenance. By and by came the 
hoſteſs, and like a true lover of induſtry 


began to read her gueſt a lecture againſt 
lazineſs, reprimanding him in terms to 
the following import. How can you 

think 


1 
think John, that in theſe hard times, 
when there's ſo little money ſtirring, I 
can maintain you in idleneſs?“ What the 
devils the matter with you, replied the 
tarpaulin, have you the conſcience to turn 
me adritt, after I have ſpent my laſt penny 
in your houſe before J have got me an- 
other yoyage, which you know 1s no eaſy 


matter theſe peaceable times? * Well, 


but ſohn, ſays the beldam, do you think 
that by fitting lounging in my chimney 
corner, you will ever get a ſhip; hows 
ever, get thee to bed, and in the morn- 
ing PII lend thee ixpence, for I hope thou 
thinkeſt J am willing to do any thing for 
thee, that is without hurting" myſelt.“ 
John pocketed the cole, wiſhed ker a good 
night, and with a deadly imprecation on 
himſelf, aſſured her he would try his luck ; 
for d—n me, adds he, I know I am as 
good a ſeaman, whether it be to hand, 
reef, ſteer, ſplice, or knot, as any he that 

ever ſtepped between ſtem and ſtern. 
The Genius, irom this circumſtance, 
remarked the ſtrange unſettled life of ſea- 
faring people, who may be truly faid ne- 
ver to be at home but when they are at 
ſ-a, and yet never contented but when 
they are on ſnore. They are never happy 
till chey have received their pay, nor 
ever 


IX 0, 
ever ſatisfied till they have ſpent it. 
When the pelf is exhauſted, and their 
pockets empty, they are as much re- 
ſpected by their landladies, who gene- 
rally cheat them of one half, if they 
ſpend the other, as an old doating fa- 
ther is by an upſtart ungrateful ſon- in- 
law, after having almoſt beggared him- 
ſelf to give him a good portion with his 
daughter. | 

While they were thus commenting on 
the condition of a ſeaman, in ſtepped an- 
other of the maritime fraternity, whom 
they ſoon found by the different treat- 
ment he received, to be in different cir- 
cumſtances. © Zounds, mother, ſays he, 
where are you, in a very elated tone of 
voice.” 'The old beldam, who knew the 
tone of an homeward bound cuſtomer at 
any diſtance, came out of the room with 
the utmoſt haſte, crying, Here am I, 
ſon Robin, you're welcome on ſhore.” 
We were paid off in the Downs, replied 
honeſt Bob, and I am juſt come_up in 
a hoy, I hope I can have a lodging with 
you mother; by all means child, do'ſt 
think I won't find a lodging and every 
thing the town can afford for one of my 
beſt children ? The ſenſeleſs amphibious 
animal then thus addreſſed himſelf to the 


Spy 


, 1 _ 8 — 


- Ww_ £5 ͤ Mi. p AM A. > 08 


CW ES 

Soon after this the punch was introdu- 
ced, but Bob's compliment was waved 
by an apology ; however he was not at a 
loſs for a helpmate ; the mother, as he 
called her, being from cuſtom as able 
to drink punch as water; and many a 
fair pound it may be imagined, has ihe 
earned by her own drinking. While 
they were boozing hand to fiſt, their 
converſation was not a little entertaining, z 
„Well, ſaid the old lump of fin, I have 
made thee ſuch a hamming bow] that every 
draught you take ſhall make you with 
for a ſweetheart.” Now you talk of that, 
mother, pray how does ſiſter Kate?“ Very 


well, replies old drain- purſe; poor girl, I 


expect to ſee her here at breakfaſt, I be- 
lieve ſhe has enquired for you a thouſand ' 
times ſince you have been on board: I dare 
ſay ſhe would be as glad to fee you as 
if you were her huſband.” 

Having thus promiſed her fon Bob a 
lodging, ſhe tapped a poor fellow that 
was nodding, upon a box on the houlder; 


he ſtarted and cried, What's the matter 


mother ?” Lack- a- day, ſaid the minx, with 
ſeeming ſorro ful countenance, my dear 
WII here's an accident happened, that 
has put me to ſuch a puzzle, I know 
not how to order my affairs, unleſs you 

E will 
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Will let me beg one favour of you.” 
What a pox, ſays Will (ſmelling a rat) I 
warrant you now. tis to lie upon that dir- 
ty flock bed in the garret ;” Why truly 
Will, returned his grateful hoſtels, I muſt 
needs tell thee here's one of the beſt 
friends I have in the world come on ſhore, 
and if you dont oblige me I ſhall be put 
to a ſad non-plus. Here Will, ſays the 
ola hypocrite, here's to thee ; come take a 
lip and fill a pipe, I know you'll let your 
mother'sfriend have your room z” „I don't 
care, not I, ſays the poor fool, he may ha't 
and he wool; I think I ha'nt long to ſtay 
with you: I know I have ſpent my ſixty 
pounds in this houſe and you want to 
be rid of me.“ 

By the time the bowl was near emptied 
by niother, ſon Bob, and friend Will; 
who ſhould ſtep in, in the lucky minute, 
but ſiſter Kate, who it ſeems had gone 
early to bed, to reſt her carcaſe, that had 
been terribly. belaboured the preceding 
night. | 

The Spy was highly diverted with the 
ſalutation that paſſed between the honeſt, 
hearty, deluded tar, and the artful, jilting 
ſtrumpet, which afforded a ftriking diſ- 
play of their characters and diſpoſitions, 
When the opening ſcene was over, Mrs. 

4 Kate, 
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Kate, as appeared by her behaviour, was 
deſirous of ſome more ſubſtantial tokens 
of his kindneſs and affection, than mere 


7 kiſſing and hugging, and aſked him if he 
{+ had brought her nothing from ſea to keep! 
Nt in remembrance of him, when they 
e, ſhould be obliged to part again. 
ut „Jes, yes, replied blunt Bob, to be ſure 
le T have, my bonny Kate; I could as ſoon: 
— forget the points of my compaſs, which I 
ur can box with any he that ever wore ahead, 
Yr as forget thee, as good a girl as ever lay 
'r by man's fide. Did not I tell you, juſt 
Ly before I failed on my laſt voyage, I would 
ty make you a preſent of a ring, and there, 
to there's the ſhort ſtuff to buy it.“ The 
old beldam, to keep up the farce, ex- 
as claimed, Ho dare'you pur my ſon to 
; M this charge you jade, pray give it him 
te, again, or I ſhall give you a ring with a 
ne witneſs Mrs. Minx.“ But Kate, who was 
* as deep in all the myſteries of iniquity as 
ng the pious mother, rephed with an affected 
heſitation : truly he gave it me of his own: 
he accord without aſking, that he did; and 
ſt, I. am ſure he would be angry, that he 
ng would, if I ſhould offer it again; and as 
11 long as he gave it me why ſhou!d'I not 
wy keep it; that I will, indeed, mother,” 
og. Their liquor being now exauſted and 
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their curiofity ſufficiently gratified with 
this ſcene of maritime gallantry z the Spy 
and his Guerdian took leave of their 
amiable hoſteſs, and continued their rout 
along the coaſt of Wapping ; the Genius 
deſiring to conduct the Spy to a ſcene of 
low-lite in this part of the town, as it 
varies 1n divers inſtances from that or the 
other. This was one of thoſe convenient 
tenements that never exclude any gucſt by 
night or by day, but are open tor the re- 
ception of all ſorts of company, under 
a pretence, in the night eſpecially, of 
waiting for tides. 

When the Spy and the Guardian ente- 
red, they were almoſt ſuffocated with the 
fumes of tar, tobacco and toaſted cheeſe, 
and the nauſeous ſtench that proceeded 
from the ſqualid rags of many dirty drabs 
that ſurrounded the fire. This company 
was chiefly compoſed of lounging fellows, 
that have only the garb and appearance of 
ſailors ; and therefore, being always re- 
jected by maſters of traders in time of 
peace, when there is plenty of able ſea- 
men to be procured on very moderate 
terms, they ply about the outlets of this 
vart of the town, and obtain a kind of ex- 
ſtence by dint of the bludgeon. In a 
word, ſaid the Genius, they are the * 
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and moſt cruel of foot pads; blood- chirſty* 
villains, that delight in the exerciſe Of 

cruelty ; who not content with depriving: 
people of their property, generally injute 
them in their perſons: Thoſe wretches, 

that are a ſcandal to their ſex in particular 
and to human nature in general, are their 
doxies, and it is difficult to determine 
which are moſt infamous, the male or tlie 
female miſcreants : the latter as they pat- 
take of the fruits of blood and rapine, 

frequently aſſiſt in the ſame, and ate 
found very convenient tools to the former 


in ſeducing drunken or unwary med, 


drawing them into bye paths, where vil- 
lains lurk to rob and ſometimes murder 
them. 

Never, ſaid the Spy, did I behold fuch' 
a group, their faces are well ſuited to the 
ſeaſon, each having a downcaſt, midnight 


countenance, that would ſhun the light 
of day, and ſkulk in the dreary ſhades of 


obſcure night. Obſerve,” there is ſcarce 
one that wears not a ſcar upon the vifage, 
and fee what a number of black eyes an 1 
bound up hands there are among them, 
which proceed from quarrels about thi: 
diviſion of the prey; beſides bruifi:g 


matches are as common among the wv — 


men as the men. 
"4 This: 
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This place and its diabolical tenants, 
the Genius. repreſented as an epitome of 
the infernal regions, a receptacle of the 
very ſcum of the earth, the very fink of 
depravity and corruption both in general 
prineiple and practice. They poured 
forth a number of oaths and execrations 
unknown in the other quarter of the 
town ; and for blafphemy and- obſcenity 
exceeded all poſſible comprehenſion. A 
few minutes ſickned the Spy and his Guar-- 
dian of this deteſtable clan, who dege- 
nerated in every kind of enormity, be- 
neath the brutal part of the creation, and 
were conſequently obnoxious to all who: 
had the leaſt remains of humanity about 
them. 

Mak ing therefore their exit, and propo- 
ſing but little more diverſion at this end of 
the town, the Spy and bis companion 
thought it time to return to the weſt; 
accordingly they faced about, and to ren- 
der the walk more pleaſing, choſe a. diffe- 
rent path from what they had travelled, 
which afforded ſome ſcenes worthy of no- 
tice, as will be ſeen in the following: 
chapter. | 


CHAP, 
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CHAP, v. 


Droll incidents and forms amongſt a compa- 
ny regaling after a chriſtening. Dialogues, 
narratives, characters and remarks of 
various Rinde. Medley of humours and 
reflections at the ſmall hour of one in the 
morning. | | 


R peripatetics now ſteered their 


courſe weſtward, according to their 


late agreement, paſſing by nothing that 


could be ſuppoſed worthy their notice. In 
this part of the town, as well as others, 


they obſerved great riots in places that 


may be deemed lawleſs, ſuch as courts, 
alleys, yards and paſſages, where the in- 
habitants pay little rent and no taxes, and 
are conſequently beneath the notice of the 
civil magiſtrate, Theſe having ſpent the 
evening together in drinking, were intoxi- 


cated with liquor, and proceeding to a 


general abuſe of huſbands, wives, families. 
and children, acting in a word in defiance 
of all laws human and divine. Coaches now: 
rolled through the ſtreets, carrying to their 
reſpective habitations ſuch people as were 

F either 
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either too drunk, too rich, too proud,, 
| too lame, or too lazy to walk. 
N Theſe and ſome other trivial remarks 
5 and obſervations employed the time, till. 
. they came within the limits of the City, 
wk when the Spy recollecting there was- a 
5 chriſtening appointed the preceding eve- 
ning at a triend's. houle, in Fenchurch- 
Street, requeſting the attendance of his 
Guardian, propoſed going. there; and in 
all probability the company was not yet 
broke up, it being uſual, however abſurd, 
to ſtrain a point on thoſe occaſions; nor 
1 was he diſappointed, for approaching the 
1 houſe, he obſerved thro' the curtains: of 
the dining room windows a more than or- 
dinary light. 
6 When he came to the door he heard 
moſt plainly a ſtrange confuſion of wo- 
mens tongues z and concluding from 
thence that the goſſips were not all depart- 
ed, rapp'd at the door, which brought 
A Mrs. Handy, the nurſe, down ſtairs, to 
give him and his companton admittance. 
On their entrance, his friend received 
them moſt cordially, and after the uſual 
compliments had paſſed, they took their 
1 feats, chooſing rather to hear than ſpeak. 
| on the preſent occaſion. 
| The pes in a whiſpering tone, deſired 
N b 
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his attendant Genius to ſummon both his 
patience and aſſurance, as he-dreaded the 
fatigue they were bound to run through, 
ſince they muſt expect to be as much 
tongue-teazed, (the wine having 


pretty briſkly about) as a man that had 


beat his wife, before a jury of matrons. 

There was an arch wag in company, 
who taking notice of the reſerve of the 
gentlemen lately introduced by the good 
man of the houfe, was ſo free to addreſs 
them thus, in the moſt familiar terms, and 
give them ſome very uſeful documents on 
the ſubject before them. Lou ſeem, gen- 
—— by your filence, to be unacquainted 
with the company of the ladies, on theſe 
occaſions in particular; give me leave 
therefore, now they are withdrawn ona. 
ſpecial call, to give you fame: advice, | 
which if you follow, you wills gain Ther 
hearts for ever.” 

n the firſt place, you muſt be moſt 4 
viſh of your praiſe on the fair ſex in ge- 
neral, and ſpeak in terms of the moſt pro- 
found reſpect of the honourable ſtate of 
matrimony. Lou muſt inveigh with the 
utmoſt rancour againſt thoſe jealous elves, 


who dare to ſuſpect the chaſtity. of their 


wives, for a mere glance at a handſomer 
or abler bodied man than themſelves; _ 
ela- 


3 
eftabliſh this as an univerſal law, that 
every man who entertains a doubt of his 
being a cuckold, deſerves to be made one, 
and that all cuckolds may thank them- 
ſelves for being made ſo.— Take care to 
affirm moſt poſitively, that freedom is the 
birth- right perogative of a woman” of 
ſpirit: that ſhe is entitled to her hours of 
pleaſure, recreation and paſtime as well as 
her huſband, and that ſhe may be eſcorted 
by another man, be very honeſt; and chaſte 
as Diana at the ſame time, oraccording to 
the vulgar phraſe, think no harm, not to 
add, do no harm.-If you hear an aggrieved 
lady exclaim againſt the moroſeneſs and 
indelicacy of her huſband, you muſt at 
ways re-echo her words, and add, that in 
your opinion fuch behaviour is extremely 
brutal: towards a lady of her refined 
accompliſhments, and moſt endearing 
charms. At all times preach up the 
doctrine of female domeſtic authority; 
and declare in the moſt forcible terms, 
that the huſband's ſole buſineſs is to attend 
to his trade or calling, leaving the go- 
vernment of his family and all domeſtic 
concerns entirely to his wife. You may 
inſinuate, but it muſt be done with the 
utmoſt nicety, and if with a double en- 
tendre the better, that a woman, who. 
. coha- 


E 

dohabited long enough with her huſband, 

to prove his virility without the honour 

of being pregnant, ſhould not on a can» 
did review of the circumſtance incur 

cenſure, if ſhe applies diſcretionally to 

other means to effect the very important 

title of mother; eſpecially as it has been 

a maxim from time immemorial, that 

when a good child's got, there can be no 
harm done. 

«Theſe general inſtructions1 bg leave to 
offer as the rules of your behaviour to, 
and converſe with 5 3 ladies, which if 
properly introduced, judiciouſly wrapped 
up, and graced with an air of polite. de- 
livery; you will ſecure their approbatien, 
always be an acceptable man to them, 
and conſequently never want any favour 
which they with honour can R ne 
you with honour receive.” 5 

The Spy, in the name of his companion, 
who affected an entire reſerve, thanked 
this very polite and very affable gueſt, 
not doubting but his good example would 
be a means of regulating his conduct, 
not only through the ceremony that laid | 
before him, but allo throughout life in 
general. 

By this time the Jadies returned, and 
were handed to their reſpective ſeats * 
the 
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the ſame obliging officious gentleman; 
who was deteCtive in no branch of polite 
behaviour, and might be deemed a man 
for the ladies in every reſpet. This part 
of the ceremony being over, (the whole 
of which was repeated on their account) 
up ſtarts the jocoſe blade, and with an air 
of levity ſaying, Come gentlemen, give 
me leave to lead.the way;” goes up to the 
godmother and ſalutes her, leaving us te 
follow his example. The good lady had 
a very tolerable face and no diſagreeable 


air, though ſhe was rather paſt the meri- 


dian of lite, ſo that to- follow the leader 
in this particular was no very difficult nor 

diſpleaſing talk. | 
The next ceremony enjoined by the ac- 
compliſhed maſter, was a regular ſervice | 
of kiſſes through the room, which accor- | 
ding to the Spy's account was a very eri- 
tical point of duty, and depended much 1. 
on time, place and manner. While there \ 
was a prompt alacrity towards the young It 
8 


woman, there was a kind of averſion to- 
wards the old ones, ſome of whom had 
not a tooth left to mumble a cruſt; fo 10 
that the pleaſure derived from the | ;; 
former hardly compenſated for the diſguſt Þ j; 
received from the latter, and the Spy and I m 
his companion deemed it at beſt a very 
trou- 
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troubleſome piece of antient ſuperſtition. 
The next part of this ceremony was at- 
tended with no pleaſure and ſome coſt : 
this was to make an acknowledgment, af- 
ter ſhe had been already paid for her la- 

bour, to Mrs. Nelly Needtul, who brought 
our new acquaintance Tom into the world, 
and from her to Mrs. Hannah Handy the 


nurſe. 


Theſe duties diſcharged, nothing re- 


mained bur a little tattle, which wine in- 
ſpired more abundantly 


in the females, 
By the time three or four glaſſes had gone 
round, and waſhed away from the ladies 
that affected or acquired modeſty, which 
reſtrained them from that freedom of the 
rongue to which their natures prompted 
them, there aroſe a very jargon of talk 
amongſt them. Characters were aſperſed, 
neighbours traduced and ſcandalized, the 
good and ill qualities of ſervants deſcanted 
on, without the leaſt reſtriction or limit. 
When the converſation turned on any of 
their own ſex that were not preſent, the 
Spy could not avoid hinting to his intel- 
ligent Guardian, that from their manner 
of deſcribing them, he might imagine 
that they had been ſetting forth the qua- 
lities of infernal ſpirits ; though it was 
matter of doubt with him, whether thoſe 
atk ablen 
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abſent fair-ones, who were thus abomina- 
bly vilified, poſſeſſed not more mental and 
perſonal qualifications than thoſe ill-na- 
bared dames, who had accumulated ſuch 
a number of defects and vices, and laid 
them to the charge of thoſe who were not 
preſent to juſtify themſelves againſt them, 

The failings of huſbands too was ob- 
ſerved to be a very favourite topic, with 
now and then, a whiſper, from whence it 
was conjectured by the moſt ſhrewd in 
company, that ſome remarks were made 
on defects that modeſty enjoined them 
to conceal from the public ear. At length 
the diſcourſe referred chiefly to a lady 
who had forſaken her huſband, a very 
honeſt citizen in the pariſh of St. Andrew, 
Holborn, and eloped with a dignified 
character, more eminent for his follies 
than his abilities, to the diſtraction of the 


poor cuckold, who offered to admit her 


into favour, notwithſtanding the diſgrace 
ſhe had brought upon him; a favour the 
ſpurned with the utmoſt contempt. * Fie 
upon her, ſays old mother Needful the 
midwite, for a naughty woman; I knew 
her well, and if ſhe had taken my advice 
I am ſure it had been better for ber, it 
things were as ſhe told me, ſhe had no 
great reaſon to complain; but in troth 
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don't believe ſhe loved her huſband, for 
if ſhe did ſhe never would have ſerved 
him ſo. I declare I pity the man with all 
my heart: I look upon him to be as ho- 
neſt a man as any in the pariſh, and I be- 
lieve he loved his wife very well.” © Ay 
indeed, Mrs. Needful, better than ſuch a 
one deſerved * 

« Why fo, Madam, exclaimed a third, 
why ſhould you rail againſt Mrs. Tickliſh 
behind her back? ſhe may have a very 
juit foundation for her behaviour, for 
aught you know.“ Juſt foundation! 
returned another, a wanton huſſy, to bring 
herſelf under tiris fcandal, and her hut- 
band all this ſname and ſorrow, and all 
tor the ſake of a puppy, a mere whelp.“ 
« A fool, an idiot, added a fourth, to go 
out of her own. houfe for what ſhe might 
have obtained within; if ſhe could not 
have been contented with the ſervices of 
the good man, there were enough at hand, 
if ſhe had not been ſuch a ſlur to run 
away with him.” „O ſcandalous! ſays 
another, why fare you would not have 
her difgrace herſelf with ſo mean a crea- 
ture as a ſervant ??? © Servants ! replied 
the former, don't you know, my ſweet 
delicate couſin, that many court-ladies 
have wit enough to be content with their 
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ES. 
own coachmen, footmen, poſtillions, &c. 
and have you not a very recent inſtance 
of a lady, who; high as ſhe carried her 
head, preferred one of theſe to. his maſ- 
ter? Beſides it is deemed ſo great an ho- 
nour by a ſervant, that no pains will be 
ipared fully to gratify the lady, who ſo 
condeſcendingly vouchſafes to grant it; 
for which reaſon women of- quality have 
ſenſe enough, you ſee, to chuſe fuch men 
for their gallants as are much beneath 
them, becauſe they are more at their beck 
and call; and ſince we in the city follow- 
their faſhions, I don't know if it would 
not be better for us to follow their ex- 
ample too.“ | | 
In this modeſt and very entertaining 
diſcourſe they tired their lungs and waſted 
their time, till, from the effect of the juice 
of the grape, they were ſcarcely able to 
take themſelves out of the room with de- 
cency. The merry dames having, at one 
ſitting, pretty well filled their carcaſes and 
emptied their minds, deſired their hoſt to 
give them a diſcharge, by ſending for 
coaches to convey them to their reſpec- 
tive habitations, where they knew their 
dear huibands (heavens - preſerve them) 
were waiting their arrival with moſt anx- 
jous expectations. The maſter of the ce- 
| remonies, 


( 33+ ) 
monies, who had given the Spy fuch whol- 
ſome advice, was complimented as the 
prettieſt, wittieſt, beſt-humoured gentle- 
man, that ever they were in company with 
in their lives. They lamented that a man 
thus formed to charm all womankind 
ſhould be a batchelor, offering one and 
all to help him to a wife; from whence 
the Spy could not avoid inſinuating to his 
Guardian, that the young gentleman had 
certainly a very fair opportunity of add- 
ing to the number of city-cuckolds, 


The good man of the houſe, profuſely | 


generous, and not contented with having 
given a very ſplendid entertainment, in 
order to gratify the ridiculous prodigality 
of madam in the ſtraw, it being the firſt 
teſtimony of her fertility, diſpenſed a ſer- 
vice of ſweetmeats to every goſſip, which 
the carried away in her handkerchief. All 
the males in company were now obliged 
to conclude the ceremony, with a final 
repetition of kiſſes, and ſend the prattlers 
home to their dear ſpouſes, to plague them 


with a rehearlal of what had paſt on the 


joytul-nightr. | 
The only thing that remained for the 
Spy to do, was to congratulate his friend's 
ipouſe on the birth of a fon, and to ſalute 
them -both ; which -formalities having 
$3 ſtruggled 
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ſtruggled through, he thanked them fox 
his liberal entertainment, and with his 
Guardian took leave; both rejoicing at 
their deliverance from ſuch a ſcene of noiſe 
and nonſenſe, as ſincerely as a convict re- 
prieved from death, or a long-confined 
debtor from a loathſome gaol. 
As they paſled along they began to con- 
fider what farther uſe might be made of 
the divers paſſages and humorous incidents 
amonglt this female aſſembly, till at length 
the ſtudious and moralizing / Genius, E 
juſtly incenſed at what he had heard and 
ſeen with long and patient filence, thus 
broke forth: ** Of all characters, that of a 
rattler or goſſip is to me the moſt diſguſt- 
ing, as I apprehend it is to ſociety the 
molt injurious, "Theſe creatures, amiable 
as they may appear without, when ſeen 
into with an eye of diſcernment, muſt ap- 
pear in ſou}, deformity itſelf. Piſquieted 
in their own minds by ambition, pride, 
and envy, they delight in giving pain to 
others, and live only to diſturb and per- 
plex: They will tick at nothing to fully 
the reputation of their neighbour, and 
may in general be ranked in the abomi- 
nable liſt of liars: from ſuch women, 
heaven deliver every honeſt man.“ 

Thus 
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Thus animadverted the Genius on thefe 
female tattlers, with whoſe company he had 
been moſt heartily teazed, till time had 


procured him a happy eſcape. ** But 


hark. ſays the Spy, the Exchange chimes 
go half paſt one,” “True, ſaid his 
Guardian, and the circumſtance will af- 
ford many reflections, which added to my 
intuitive faculty, may conduce to anſwer 
one important end of your nocturnal pe- 
regrination. That clan over the way are 
petty officers, ſuch as conſtables and 
their aſſiſtants, by order of ſome of the 
members of the bleſſed ſociety tor the re- 
formation of manners, in ſtrict ſearch af- 
ter poor whores and petty brothels. 1 hoſe 
gentlemen that are ſtaggering along, ſup- 
ported at each arm by ſtout fellows, are 
only ward and parochial - officers, who 
having been ſpending the whole evening 
in a tavern, at the charge of the pariſh 
and the poor, have rendered themſelves 
completely brutes in executing their re- 
ſpective duties. 

*« Obſerve that company of noiſy blades; 
they are young fellows who have ſtaid 
amongſt their friends, as they term them, 
at public-houſes, till they have; loſt or 
ſpent all their money, and being ſhut out 
ot their lodgings, and fearful of knock- 


ng 


: ( 5 } 
ing up their landladies, as they cannot 
pay their rent, are patrolling the ſtreet to 
fee the follies of the town, in order to 
paſs away the time till day-light. 

* Do you hear the noiſe down that 
area? It proceeds from the ſervants of an 
eminent merchant, who, in the abſence 
of the family, are carouſing over their 
ſtolen liquors as happy as their maſter, 
and verifying the old ſaying, That ſtolen 

leaſures are ſweeteſt. a 

„ Thoſe men and women whom you 
ſee lurking at the corner of that alley are 
whores and rogues, waiting for drunken 
tradeſmen; if any ſhall happen to paſs 
by, the women will allure them up ſome 
dark and unfrequented paſſage, and the 
men will there be ready in aſſiſting to rob 
them. 

„That poor wretch who is making a 
lamentable ſtory vo the watchman we juſt 
now paſſed, is doubtleſs treating him with 
gin and tobacco for the liberty of walk- 
ing about his beat; while the vigilant 
guardian is attending to her complaint of 
the great ſcarcity of men, the beaſtiality 
of fellows, and the relentleſs cruelty of 
conſtables and beadles, who will not fuf- 
fer a poor girl to ſtand in the way to get 
a ſhil- 


© 99) 


from night to night.” | 
While the ſage Genius was thus enter- 
taining the Spy with a variety of intelli- 


gence, and remarks on the different hu- 


mours of the city at this hour, a fellow 


with a ſtaff and lanthorn bawls out, Paſt 


twelve o'clock.” 


The Spy expreſſed great aſtoniſhment 


at the miſtake; but his wonder ſoon va- 


niſhed, when he was informed by his con- 


ductor, that the watchman had been feed 
by ſome hen-pecked huſband, who hav- 
ing ſtaid out till this unſeaſonable hour, 
and dreading a ſevere curtain lecture on 
his folly and extravagance, uſed this means 
of bribery, that old Look- out might paſs 


by his door juſt as it was opening, and cry 


pait twelve o'clock and a cloudy morn- 


ing, in order to deceive madam Terma- 


gant, and ſave his ears the mortification 


of a two hours hearty ſcolding. 


© Thoſe grave-looking men, continued 
the Genius, are peace-officers ; but thre? 
the fatigue of talking and drinking, are 
obliged to be led home by ſome of their 
own myrmidons, as an example of _ 


briety and decorum to others. 


That quarrel over the way is uw 


doubtedly raiſed by ſome poor unfortu- 
nate 


n ſhilling, unleſs they are feeing them 
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nate whore, who having walked the ſtreets: 
to this hour without any ſucceſs, raiſed: : 
this mob in order to pick pockets, to ſup- 
ply the want of the wages of prottitu- 
tion. 6 

The coachman you there ſee, ran- 
ſacking firſt the boot and then the ſeats of 
his carriage, is in queſt of any prey that 
might have been left there; which he deems 
"ay lawful perquiſite.” 

For heiven's. ſake, d the Soy; 
what ſcreams. are thoſe, which proceed 
from that chamber?“ „ They are the 
cries-of- a young lady, ſaid the Genius, 
who entered this morning into the holy 
ſtate of matrimony, and is therefore o- 
bligad to endure the embraces of her 
huſband. Delicate maid that could bear 
the aſſault of a vigorous lackey in the fa- 
mily a year ago, with a meer gentle Oh! 
Oh!“ „Who is that man, faid the Spy, 
mounted on horſeback. ſo early ?** A 
character worthy your imitation, returned 
the Genius. By ſome he is ſuppoſed to 
be a jeſuit, by others a highwayman, as 
he conſtantly appears well, and has no 
viſible means of living: but in reality he 
is a gentleman poſſeſſed of a large eſtate 
in the country; he lives in a very retired 
manner, and the bulincls and pleaſure = 

18 
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his life is to relieve worthy objects, and 
ſuccour unhappy families that through 
misfortunes have fallen to decay. But 
we will now ſhift the ſcene; as, in order 
to accompliſh our deſign, we have a great 
number to go through, and much of our 
time is elapſed. 


ieee. 
CHAP. VI. 


Adventure and converſation between à , ſax- 
ton and a carcaſe-fiealer. Picture of 
watch-houſe. Group ef fools aud knaves. 
Authentic memoirs of a well-known cou- 
table, interſperſed with whimſical. ee. 
General obſervations. 


1 E Spy's attention Wang —— 


the entertaining and inſtructive 
remarks — his guardian Genius; he was 
not a little ſurpriſed to find bimſelf on a 
ſudden near to a church- yard, a ſpot by 
no means diſagreeable to contemplative 
minds. Behold, ſaid his intelligent 
conductor, the common manſion:of mor- 
tality, and laugh at the vanity, N 0 and 
ArTOgApce: of man. 


« See 


( 60 ) 

« See numberleſs inſtances of human 
eolly, in rearing lofty monuments, and 
fretting ſuperb tombs, to perpetuate the 
memories of thoſe who were ſcarcely 
known when living. Obſerve that hy- 
perbolical, lying inſcription, on the ſe- 
pulchre of a wretch who. amaſſed wealth 
by uſury and grinding the poor; the 
words are, Viro nobiliſſimo, dig uiſſimo, op- 
timo. What abſurdity in thoſe who gave 
the copy to the ſculptor! What igno- 
rance, not to diſcern that no ſatire wounds 
ſo deep, as a panegyric on a worthleſs 
character 

„That ſtone was placed there to in- 
form poſterity, that underneath it lie the 
remains of an eminent tallow-chandler ; 
that, to acquaint the curious, that Mr. 
Daniel Drowſy, whoſe aſhes it covers, was 
churchwarden of the pariſh : to that, up- 
on the whole, you find that the common 
claſs of mortals are as vain, ambitions, 
and fooliſh as the ſuperior; indeed, man 
will be man in every rank, order, and 
degree of life.” 

The remarks of the Genius were then 
interrupted, by oyerhearing a kind of dia- 
logue, in a cloſe corner under the wall of 
the church-yard, between two men, who, 


by 
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by their talk ap ppeared to be a ſexton and 
one of thoſe induſtrious people, hired by 
our ſkilful anatomizers or diſſecters of 
human bodies, vulgarly called carcaſe- 
hunters. At len "ge they proceeded to 
high words, the ſexton claiming the pro- 
wiſe made him by Mr. Forceps for a bo- 
dy buried only the preceding night, and 
refuſing to ſuffer the other to put ſpade 
to ground, till the gentleman had fulfilled 
his word. 

The body-ftealer, verſed in all the chi- 
caneries of his trade, ſet the eccleſiaſtical 
runner at defiance, and aſſured him, that 
if he would not come too by fair means, 
he, or ſome for him, would gain.his ends, 
in ſpite of all his vigilance, To enforce 
his declaration, he related the following 
circumſtance: 

some time ago a perſon dying, whoſe 
caſe had eluded rhe {kill of the moſt emi- 
nent of the faculty, a certain celebrated 
anatomiſt ſent to one of our fraternity to 
treat with him for an immediate reſigna- 
tion of the carcaſe. The circumſtance 
being very extraordinary, the worthy 
dealer in human fleſh ſet a very high rate 
on his commodity, expecting numberleſs 
applications for the ſame. The perſon 
who firſt treated raiſed his offer conſi- 
© a5 derably, 


( 6a, ) 
derably, but nothing would go down but 
the original demand.” + * 155 

* Incenſed at the obſtinacy and extor- 
tion of the fleſhmonger, to whom he had, 
been a very good cuſtomer, the diſſector 
ſent for two or three of the moſt experi- 
enced in this branch of buſineſs, promiſ- 
ing them double pay, if they could pro- 
cure him the much-deſired carcaſe: the 
offer was accepted, and the prize brought 
to his houſe within the compaſs of twen- 
ty-four hours, But how -was Mr. Sexton 
diſappointed, when, on an offer made. 
him from another quarter, the ſpot was 
ſearched, and, to his great mortification,, 
the commodity gone; ſo that, by one. 
iiroke of art, he loſt both his goods and 
money. The truth is, Maſter Sexton, 
you carrion- dealers are apt to withſtand 
your markets, ſo that, like all other en- 
groſſers, you ought to be bit; and no- 
thing pleaſes us night-hunters more than 
to take in the knowing ones: you may as 
well therefore let me have the bargain, 
and go about my bulineſs,” _ 

Atrer ſcratching his pate and pauſing, 
ſome time, he thought it beſt to come 
too; ſo they fell to work, while the Spy 
and his companion concealed themſelves 
from their view; The buſineſs was Fo 

11 


. Re 
the body taken out of its 
wooden tenement and thrown over a horſe 


diſpatched, 


that ſtood by for the purpoſe, and being 
covered over with a cloth, carried off in 
the ſame manner as the carcaſes of ſheep 
or calves are frequently conveyed from 
place to place. The Spy 
obſerve from this odd ad venture and con- 

verſation, the general venality and cor- 

ruption which prevail in a world, where 

every thing almoſt is TO BE SOLD, 

This ſcene ſerved. to amuſe them, till 
they reached within the pariſh of St. 
Bride, when the Spy being deſirous of a 
Httle reſt, as well as an opportunity of 
warming his limbs, that were benumbed 
by ſtanding td ſee the event of the late 
adventure in one of the 'manfions of the 
dead, was directed by his guide to one 
of thoſe nocturnal receptacles, where any 
one who ſits up from neceſſity or inclina- 
tion, is a welcome gueſt for his bottle or” 

allon. 
: This place was now: pecbllichy accept- 
able, and anſwered the purpoſes both of 
refreſhment and amuſement, particularly 
the latter in a moſt eminent degree. Tho 
preſident of this. vigilant aflembly was 
elated in an arm-chair, well' lined and 


Ruffed, leſt the night air ſhould bring im 
G. 2- a coup 
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2 cold that might deprive the comms- 
nity of ſo valuable a member. He had 
bout him, in look and deportment, all 
hat pretended ſanctity. on the one hand 


and auſterity on the other; which com- 


pole one of the moſt finiſhed of our mo- 
dern fanatics, and pourtrayed the very 


emblem of pride and hypocriſy, for 


which that ſect is notorious, He was ha- 


ranguing on the neceſſity of enforcing 


the laws, eſpecially thoſe which relate to 
the preſervation of peace and good or- 
der, the apprehending of proſtitutes and 
diſſolute fellows, and fining common 
iwearers. The Spy, whoſe candour led 
him to judge charitably of mankind, ad- 
mitted the propriety of his obſervations, 
and only remarked, that though theſe 
laws in themſelves were good and whol- 


ſome, they were miſerably perverted by 


thoſe who were truſted with the execution 
of them, and thereby too often rendered 
public curſes inſtead of bleſſings. 

This ſerious ſubject was. followed by 
the frothy babble of fools and drunkards, 
who had broken the peace as well as each 
others heads, and were brought hither to 


unde rgo the examination of things in of- 


fice; who often, by committing men to 


Priſon to ſhew their authority, bring them: 


ſelves 


CG : 

ſelves into trouble they frequently cannot: 

t rid of, without: much expence and 
loſs of time. I remember, ſaid a well - 
looking man, who ſat cloſe to the Spy 
and his companion, an inſtance wherein 
one of our moſt eminent retailers of juſ 
tice was remarkably abaſhed and con- 
fronted. The mercenary diſpoſition of 
the lower officers of the peace, had, 
through the encouragement and protec- 
tion given them by the ſuperior knaves 
in authority, arrived to ſuch a pitch of 
inſolence, that they had dared to force 
perſons out of their habitations, without 
information given or proceeding at all as 
the law directs, merely on the ſuſpicion 
of their being proſtitutes. Many of theſe 
unfortunate women, without infringing 
in the leaſt on the outward rules of good 
order and decorum, were dragged to the: 
bar of iniquity; where money was either 
extorted from them, or in. default of that 
they were ſentenced to a month's impri- 
ſonment, and this under an infamous pre- 
tence of executing juſtiee. 
A certain lady, who tho' her virtue 
might be ſuſpected, had ever acted with 
the utmoſt politeneſs and decorum, and 
thereby, together with many charms na- 
rural and acquired, ingratiated herſelf 
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with a gentleman of a conſiderable: fors 


tune, who put her into elegant lodging: 
and conferred on her other tokens of 
favour, which enabled her to live with 
ſplendor. 

Some underſtrappers of the law, 
wretches who prey on the vitals of man- 
kind, obſerving the figure ſhe made, and 
thinking her a proper object to fleece, 
had the effrontery one night, about ele- 
ven o'clock, to enter her apartment, and 


inſiſt on her going with them to the round- 


houſe. The woman, ſhocked at ſo un- 


expected an attack, remained a conſide- 
rable time ſpeechleſs ; till at length, re- 


covering from her ſurprize, ſhe began to 
expoſtulate with the myrmidens on the 
illegality as well as inſolence of their be- 
haviour, in entering the chamber of a 


perſon who was quietly reading by her» 


ſelf, and daring tc aſſault her in ſo ſcan» 
dalous a manner. 

« But all that ſhe- could offer on that 
head, had not the leaſt effect; ſo that, 
with the courage of a heroine, ſhe deter- 
mined not to give them money, which, 


3n all probability, was what they wanreth, | 


but ſubmitted to their pretended autho- 
rity, and was conducted to an adjacent 


barred _—_— In the morning ſhe- 


wrote 


199 


wrote to her friend, acquainting him witfi 


the particular treatment ſhe had received; 
and requeſting his immediate interpoſition 
in her behalf. With the ſpirit of a gen- 
tleman and a man of honour, he flew to 
vindicate the wrongs of his much-injured 
fair- one, and being informed, on his ar- 
rival at the round-houſe, that ſhe was juſt 
taken with the reſt of the whores before 
a neighbouring juſtice, haſtened thither, 
when he: found her waiting to be con- 
ducted to Bridewell. 22215 | 
6  Tuſtly enraged at ſo flagrant a per- 
verſion of law, he moſt peremptorily de- 
manded her immediate diſmiſſion, which 
being denied without bail, that was given; 
and the lady of courſe diſmiſſed ; but 
before her friend left the office, he gave 


the mercenary ſtatute-jobber to under- 


ſtand, that he himſelf had the honour to 
be in the commiſſion of the peace, that 
he knew the extent of the law, and that 
unleſs he made a conceſſion of his having 
acted illegally in that particular, he would 
appeal to the law in vindication of wy 
injured woman. The: warrant-monger af- 
fected: to deſpiſe the threatening; but the 
gentleman employed a-perfon.to bring on 
an action, the cauſe was given againſt 
him, and the reſult was ſome apogee 
| : muc 


of the reforming patrollers of. the ſtreets: 
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much diſgrace, which I hope will be & 
warning to others.“ 


This narrative afforded much pleaſure 
to every candid, generous auditor, tho” 
it did not ſeem to be much reliſhed by 
Mr. Conſtable. During the time in which 
the preſident had made his obſervations, 
and this perſon related his agreeable ſtory, 
the honeſt ſtaffmen were buſily employed 
in ſwigging the good old beer, that was 
brought in in comfortable and refreſhing 
quantities; that being the ſummum bonum 
of theſe poor fellows, who are much 
more aſſiduous in ſecuring” a fee than à 
thief, and are indeed more. frequently re- 
warded for their connivance by the thief,. 
than for their vigilance by thoſe who fer 


them to apprehend the thief. 


After the company in this dwelling» of 
preſent convenience had continued. ſilent 
for ſome time, ſome nodding their empty 
ſculls like a ſhaking mandarine upon the 
chimney- piece of a connoiſſeur in Chineſe 
rarities, and others with their optics half 


open, as if dreaming they were aſleep, 


they, were all rouſed from their ſtate. of 
ſtupidity, by the introduction of two of 


Adam's children of different ſexes; who 


had fallen under the cognizance of one 


uy 
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in this moſt abominable, moſt diabolical 
town. By the glow of their countenances 
they ſeem to have been put to the bluſn, 
or as if they had been employed in ſome 
kind of active buſineſs that had breathed 
them pretty well. They were uſhered in 
with all the formality imaginable, and 
being ordered before Mr. Conſtable, who 
baw led his muſcles into moſt puritanical 
form, and appeared as fond of terrifying 
a culprit brought before him, as doctor 
Bulby of flogging memory was of fleeing 
the poſteriors of his ſcholars. -.. . 1 00 

The induſtrious patroller was aſked 
the cauſe of their being brought here: 
putting on his melancholy countenance 


(for he was one of our -con/cientious re- 


formers) and making much preparations 


for revealing the important ſubject, after 


ſeveral hems, and twiſfing one thumb 
over another, a conſiderable time; he 
at laſt ſqueezed out in a moſt coſtive man- 


ner, “ Mr. Conſtable, I caught her in 


the fact.“ What fact, demanded the 
righteous ſuperintendant of dark tranfac- 
tions? there are many facts, and many 
very horrid facts committed every hour 
in the ſeat of ungodlineſs. Why the moſt 
notorious thing, replied the formal de- 
tector of wickedneſs, that L cver beheld 


|» 


Ry. 
in my life; they were fulfilling” their car- 


nal defires ; but I interpoſed with my ſtaff 


of authority, ruſhed-in between Satan and 


his ſubjeRs, and (pointing to the man) 


er curbed that wicked one of his 
WIII. | | Ne . 

What have you to ſay for yourſelf, 
man, ſays Mr. Conſtable ? nothing 
ore returned the culpit, than that we 
were doing as all our fathers and mo- 
thers have done before us.“ They were 
then ordered to the counter to be referred 
to the award of à ſuperior officer in the 


morni . 14 f 


Nothing occured worthy the obſerva- 
tion of the moralizing 'peripatetics for k 


conſiderable time, ſo that · they wete pre- 


paring to depart, but were detained by 


the perſon who had fo lately amuſed them 
with that very pleaſing narrative, on 
promiſe of his giving them ſome anec- 
dotes of the mighty preſident of the aſ. 
ſembly, whoſe character ke had known 
many years. ae 

„% You know, gentlemen, ſaid he, it 
you know the world at all, that there are 
a ſet of people officious in particular de- 


partments andemployments in life, merely 
for the fake of being ſo. Divers are the 
matives of human actions, but the greater 


ary 
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name, or to get money.? 
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part of them ſpring, from very trifling. 
cauſes; the two principal, are to get 4 


« But as this ſubject is too extenfive to 
be diſcuſſed on the preſent occaſion, 1 
ſhall confine - myſelf to ſome. account of 
the life and adventures of the worthy. 
conſtable. before us; but you muſt liſten, 
attentively, for I muſt only whiſper, leſt 
be overheard, and ſhare the fate of the 
culprit lately arraigned before this very 
important tribunal. are 2 

* This man has been long poſſeſſed of 
a painted ſtick, who carries with it the 
power of a royal mandate, and being 
tinctured with the enthuſiaſm and hypo- 
criſy of an extenfibly religious clan, ima- 
gines, or would be thought to believe, it 
a duty incumbent on him to exert his 
power in the ſuppreſſion of vice and im- 
morality, and the promotion of religion 
and virtue. But if you attend to the 
ſequel of his character, you will find that 
his aſſiduity, or rather impertinent offi- 
ciouſneſs, centers in ſiniſter views rather 
than public ſpitit. 5 . 

His attention is fixed chiefly on two. . 
objects, the apprehending of Whores, 
and convicting ſuch popiſh prieſts, who . 
perform or celebrate maſs in unlicenſed , - / 
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places, fer which laſt a confiderable re- 
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To effect theſe two particular pur- 
poſes, he has his different aſſiſtants and 
emiſſaries, as well as his different me- 
thods of proceedings; indeed he has been 
pretty ſucceſsful in both. But thoſe who 
know the. particulars of his tranſactions 
either as reformer, or informer, are well 
perſuaded, that he is not a little tinctured 
with thoſe vices he would puniſh in 
others; and that upon the whole he has 
more of the devil than the ſaint in him. 
But not to detain you too long on a ſub- 
ject I apprehend but little 1 to | 
perſons of your appearance, I only beg | 
leave to relate two anecdotes of this 1 
noted, pious corrector of vice; and then 
I ſhall leave you to draw ſuch inferences. 2 
as your own judgments 5 ſuggeſt.“ c 

The Spy returned thanks in behalf of I } 
himſelf and his companion, and deſired 9 
the ſtranger to proceed, aſſuring him they r 
would liften with the utmoſt attention and te 


Pleaſure. 2 
„ You muſt know then, gentlemen, 


(ſaid he) that our pious corrector of vice | i 
being one night in queſt of thoſe poor A 


mortals who retail their carcaſes for their 
daily bread, ſtept into a certain brothel, - 14 
"he hae or, 
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or to give it a politer name, as well a 
the reft of thoſe manſions of iniquity, a 
noted bagnio, in order to ſee what cuſto- 
mers chance had brought thither. - 

Producing his ſtaff of authority, he 
demanded to ſearch the rooms, in one of 
which he found a gallant and his Dulci- 
nea, repoſing themſelves after the fatigue 
of an amorous encounter. With very 
little ceremony he inſiſted. on their riſing, 
putting on their cloaths, and going along 
with him, in order to be ſecured till 
morning, when they were brought before 
his Worſhip. The ſurprized pair were 
willing to comply with the injunctions of 
Mr. Conſtable z but the lady, notwith- 
ſtanding the place in which ſhe was de- 
tected, had the modeſty to requeſt the 
ablence of our grave reformer, while ſhe 
dreſſed herſelf. Whether from appre- 
henfion of their eſcaping, or a deſire of 
gratifying himſelf with the view of a ve- 
ry fine woman, I cannot pretend to de- 
termine ; however no intreaties could pre- 
vail on this vigilant officer to retire 
there he ſtood, in a fixed poſture, ob- 
ſerving every motion of the confuled 


fair-one, who doubtleſs wiſhed him and 


his attending myrmidon at the devil. 
After this alluring fight, from which one 
H would 
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would have imagined our godly correctot 
would have turned his ungodly eyes, they 
were both queſtioned in form, and the 


man diſmiſſed. 


But how great was the ſurprize and 
aſtoniſhment of the zealous moraliſt, 
when the lady upon examination was 
found to be the virtuous helpmate and 
very loving wife of a brother craft and a 
brother conſtable too, who had made a 
trifling ſlip in her manners on a pretence 
of paying a viſit to a relation in the coun- 
try; ſo that it was plain Madam want- 
ed money or ſomething elſe, or ſhe 
would not have clapped the horns of an 
ox on the temples of an als, With an 
affected gravity the officious meddling 
jackanapes declared it a duty incumbent 
on him, to inform his brother in office of 
this extraordinary event, in order that he 
might keep a ſtricter hand over his wan- 
ton ſpouſe ; but by many earneſt entrea- 
ties, a plentiful effuſion of wine, and a 
handſome preſent made his aſſiſtant, he 
was prevailed on to let the matter drop, 
and ſuffer the cuckold at home to ſleep 
ſtill in ſecurity. T hus cloſed this ſcene, 
which was ſucceeded by another no leſs 
droll and extraordinary. 

4 As 
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© As our conſcientious reformer was 
marching homeward, he detected a cou- 
ple in a certain fact, which decency per- 
mits me only to hint, near one of the 
gates of Lincoln's-inn. With his uſual 
aſſiduity he alarmed two of the porters, 
who aſſiſting him in ſecuring the offen- 
ders, they were taken to the watch-houſe, 
and Mr. Conſtable having diſcharged his 
duty went home. When he came in the 
morning to conduct them to the bar of 
a certain Juſtice, he was highly pleaſed to 
find the man one of the Trouts, (a cant 
word he uſes for Popiſh prieſts, after 
whom he makes diligent ſearch) he had 
formerly cauſed to be indicted for exer- 
citing his function contrary to law. The 
examination afforded the ſpectators much 
merriment, and particularly that part of 
it in which Mr. Sanctity was concerned, 
who thus addreſſed the upright knight. 
* Pleaſe your Worſhip, I know this man 
to be a Popiſh prieſt, and whether he 
has power to turn a wafer into fleſh or 
not, I was an eye-witneſs with what zeal 
he laboured laſt night to propagate the 
catholic faith, though I muſt confeſs it 
was in a carnal way. Pleaſe your Wor 
ſhip, he has made choice of no inditfe. 
rent object; it is very good {tuff to work 
2 upon 
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upon, and I muſt ſay this of prieſts of all 
denominations, ranks, and profeſſions, 
that they are not only liable to, but as 
ſenſible of the emotions of the fleſh as of 
the ſpirit. This tickled his Worſhip, 
and put him in ſo good a humour, that 
he diſmiſſed the culprit on promiſe of 
carrying on their amours in a more 
decent and private manner for the fu- 
ture,” 

T he Spy and his Guardian were greatly 
entertained with theſe narratives, and ex- 
prefling the higheſt obligations to the gen- 
tleman who had favoured them, took 
their leave with wiſhing him a good morn- 
ing. The Genius, who, according to 
cuſtom, had remained a filent obſerver of 
what paſſed in the nacturnal court, now 
deſcanted a little on the ſcenes which had 
lately preſented themſelves. 

It is very obſervable throughout 
human life, ſaid he, that mankind, what- 
ever may be their pretences to reaſon, 
philoſophy, or religion itſelf, are abſo- 
jute dupes to their various paſſions, and 
that therefore few very few can be what 
it is neceſſary to affect to be. From the 
ſtateſman down to the petty conſtable, 
the public good is the general cry; view 


but the tenor of their conduct, and you 
. 


6 


will find them ſelfiſn knaves alike, con- 


niving rogues, jugglers in authority, gra- 


tilying their ſordid luſts and paſſions, in 
proportion to their power of oppreſſing 
all who would ſtand between them and 
their deſires; but theſe remarks, added 
the ſage Genius, will be more fully ex- 


plained, when I lead you to the court 
end of the town, and give you a portrait 


of many dignified villains; for no cha- 
racter, if infamous, ought to eſcape the 
laſh of the fatirift. 
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Modern aſſembly of characters at a maſque- 
rade. tools of faſhion, and faſhionable 
fools wes rr Abſurdity of aping the 
great. Reflections ſerious and enter tain- 
ing. 


HE ſhrewd obſervations of the Ge- 

nius filled up the time, till the mo- 
ralizing peripatetics found themſelves in 
a ſpacious ſquare, and took notice of an 
elegant manſion ſuperbly illuminated, and 
ſurrounded on all ſides with very gaudy 


equipages. 


Anxious to know the caule 
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of this mighty parade and buſtle at the 
hour of three in the morning, they waited 
a conſiderable time for an opportunity of 
gaining intelligence ; till a perſon com- 
ing our whe was known to the Spy, not 

ly informed him that there was a grand 

ed ball given by Sir Fopling Faſhion, 
but offered to introduce him and his com- 
panion. 

The polite propoſal. was moſt chear- 
fully accepted, and the two moralizers 
were conducted into the motley afſem- 
bly, as foon as they had been into an ad- 
zacent room and made the neceſſary pre- 
parations. Here their eyes were ſo daz- 
zled with the variety of glittering objects. 
which preſented themſelves, that all ap- 
peared a promiſcuous huddle of ſhining. 
atoms, as at firlt they could fee nothing 
diſtinctly. After they had recovered from 
their furprize and aſtoniſhment, they took 
ſeveral turns round the company, in or- 


der to pry into the humours of this ſcene. 


of high life, or in other words, to ſee if 
the ſuperior claſs of mankind were not. 
as fooliſh and more wicked than the vul- 


gar or moſt inferior. 


When they had taken this general ſur- 
vey, the Spy requeſted his Guardian ge- 
nius to point out to him ſuch characters 

23. 
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as he might deem moſt worthy of notice, 


which, rogether with the remarks they 
mult reſpectively. ſuggeſt to his diſcern- 
ing mind, would fully anſwer the pur- 
poſe of their being preſent at this ſcene 
of levity and diffipation. The Genius 
nodded his affent, and after a ſhort pauſe- 
thus proceeded : © This group of figures 
is compoſed of what are called perſons of 
the firſt faſhion and the moſt refined 
taſte; but if this be an inſtance of the 
ſame, may I for ever rema.n in retire- 
ment and obſcurity; 

See how the elegant apartments are- 
hung round with looking-glaſſes of an: 
enormous ſize, What crowds of young 
nobility are here, to improve, not in uſe- 


ful ſcience, but in all the arts of fraud, 


deceit and chicanery. Here even num- 
bers of old fools repair, to view thoſe- 
who ſoon muſt puſh them off the ſtage of 
life, and occupy their. ſeveral depart- 


ments. 


& Obſerve that table thronged with 
gameſters unmaiked ; how. the "different 
paſſions of joy, hope, fear, rage, and- 
deſpair alternately ſeize on every viſage, 
and torture every countenance. Who 
that loves his king and his country ſin- 
cerely can behold, without tears, the ſe- 


Nators. 
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nators of Britain at a gaming-table, made 


dupes to each other, as well as ſtripped 
by gamblers and ſharpers. 

* Behold amongſt them a monſter in 
nature, though of a moſt angelic form : 
her youth and beauty caprivated the 
heart of a young man ot conſiderable 
rank and fortune, who was eminent for 
martial atchievements, and revered and 
beloved by all who knew him. She at 
that time poſſeſſed every quality that 
could recommend her to the eſteem of 
a perſon of worth and diſcernment; but 
as an inſtance, amongſt many others, of 


the frailty of mortals, the luſt of gam- 


ing ſoon took poſſeſſion of her mind, and 
when once her virtue began to totter, it 
ſoon degenerated into vice, The affec- 
tionate wife, the agreeable companion, 
the indulgent miſtreſs were now no more; 
all her faculties were abſorbed in the 
accurſed paſſion, which was entailed on 
her as an inceſſant tormentor. In ſhort, 
ſhe contracted ſuch debts as obliged her 
huſband to mortgage conſiderable part of 
his eſtate, and proceeded to ſuch unwar- 
rantable lengths as compelled him in ho- 
nour to come to ſeparation. She now 
lives at large, and is thought, I had al- 
moſt ſaid known, very frequently to pro- 

| ſtitute 
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ſtitute that lovely perſon moſt d;/bonour- 
ably to pay her debts of honour. | 

That young hero who ſmiles upon 
her from the other ſide of the table, has 
all the qualifications of a modern fine 
fellow, namely whoring, drinking, duel- 
ling, and gaming: he is eſteemed a buck 
or blood of the firſt head; looked on by 
the men as a perfect ſmart, and admired 
by the ladies as a fine gentleman and an 
agreeable rake : he had once in his life 
reſolution enough to pink a very worthy 
man he had injured in the niceft point, 


which gave him an univerſal character a- 


mongſt the beaux and belles 

* Pardon me, interrupted the Spy, I 
cannot think it poſſible that women, whoa 
were formed for the happineſs of man» 
kind, can take any delight in or ſuffer 
the company of a wretch, whoſe crimes 
are of the deepeſt hue.” © There is no- 
thing more common, returned the Ge- 
nius, a fine lady can receive no greater 
pleaſure, except cheating. at cards, than 
to ſee the dear, brave, heroic man, who 


has run an innocent perſon through the 


body, dying at her feet and exiſting only 
by her ſmiles. The ladies indeed look 
upon courage in the male ſex to be equal 


. ' 
to 
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to chaſtity in their own, at leaſt the ap- 
pearances of both muſt be preſerved. 

* Take notice of that youth in the 
rich embroidered dreſs: he married a 
young lady of great beauty and fortune, 
and had the good fortune to break her 
heart within the half year. Through a 
courle of gaming and an abſolute devo- 
tion to luxury of every kind, his lands 
were firſt mortgaged, his timber ſold, 
and at length his whole eſtate : he had 
deviſed, in a fit of deſpair, divers means 
of depriving himſelf of a hated exiſtence ; 
but having philoſophy enough to over- 
come that reſolution, he applied to the 
miniſtry ; the plan ſucceeded, for as he 
has a tolerable talent for oratory, added 
to a conſummate aſſurance, they gave 
him a place, obtained for him a ſeat in 
the houſe, where they find him as uſeful 
to them as they are to him. Gay as he 
now appears, he is ready, on every occa- 
ſion, to ſacrifice his honour, his liberty, 
his very ſoul; yet the abject ſlave, the 
perjured villain, has the impudence very 
often to talk of freedom.” 

« Bur pray, ſaid the Spy, what is the 
cauſe ot that joy ſo viſible on the coun- 
tenances of the company at yonder ta- 
ble.” The cauſe, ſaid the Genius, you 

may 
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may think a laudable one, but the whole 
of the affair is, they have finiſhed a ſub- 
ſcription for Signor G——1, who only 
refuied a thouſand pounds ſterling from 
the proprietor of the opera, for one ſea- 
ſon's performance, ſo that they have ſe- 
cured for themſelves, and he is to en- 
tertain them at ſome other place.“ 

That blade who juſt now whiſked by, 
in the dreſs of a country *ſquire, in pur- 
ſuit of the lady in the habit of a nun, is 
highly celebrated for his intrigues and 
adventures amongſt the ladies, who are 
very fond of a connection with him, not 
more for the ſake of ennobling their 
blood, than the ſatisfaction they promiſe 
themſelves from- a youth of his amo- 
rous complexion. 

. Obferve with what humour that maſk 
ſuſtains the character of a baboon; me- 
thinks it is a very ſevere ſatire on the 
company, many of whom on theſe oc- 
caſions render themſelves contemptibly 
ridiculous. 8 

The Eaſt India Nabob there is ver7 
happily pictureſque, and the thought ot 
the figure in regimentals, taking the 
crown off his head, and putting it on his 
own, peculiarly ſtriking; ſince our: 
butchering heroes in that part of the 

globe 
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lobe make and depoſe Nabobs at plea- 
— and acquire princely fortunes in 2 
very ſhort time, and perhaps by very ho- 
neſt means; though it muſt be confeſſed 
that honeſty has been ſome time out of 
faſhion, in that, as well as in every other 
quarter of the world. 

That flirt in the riding habit, had the 
honour of being married to a nobleman of 
worth and approved valour, but ſo im- 
moderate were her carnal defires, that ſhe 


applied to ſeveral of her menial ſervants 


to ſupply the deficiencies of their lord; 


and ſhe now appears in that dreſs to ſhew 
her affection for horſe jockies. | 


That haughty looking dame apparelled 
ſo elegantly in the character of a Sultana, 
is one of the principal members of the 
female coterie, a molt zealous aſſertor of 
female perogative, and ſanguine ftickler 
for the rights and liberties of her ſex. Ir 


is rumoured, that ſhe will preſent an ad- 


dreſs to the right reverend bench of 
biſhops; that thoſe odious terms, /ove, 
honour, and obey, may be eraſed from 
the matrimonial ſervice, though it will 
be of no eſſential conſequence ; for the 


words are in general no ſooner repeated 
than forgotten, 
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That figure ſtalking about, as a mad- 
man with a crown on his head, is a very 
poignant ſatire on the reigning folly and 
madneſs of aſpiring after titles and the 
pageantry that attends them. I remem- 
ber a particular inſtance of this nature, 
continued the Genius, which I think not 
malapropos to relate on this occaſion. I 
knew a city knight, who having acquired 
an immenſe fortune by merchandize, 
ſome Dæmon, toe to peace, put it into his 
head, that four balls at the top of his 
arms would add mightily to his conſe- 
quence, He accordingly purchaſed them 
at a very exorbitant rate. His wife who 
uſed to content herſelf with the old com- 
fortable way of goſſiping and ſcandal, 
being now. become the lady not of a 
paltry dubbed knight, but of a lord in- 
deed, piqued herſclt not a little on her 
elevation; and being introduced to ſome 
needy people of quality, they drew her 
into play, which occaſioned frequent 
draughts on his lordſhip's coffers, ſo that 
he had reaſon to curſe the hour in which 


he ever thought of a peerage, and if his 
wife goes on as ſhe began, he will in 4 9 


ſhort time ſcarcely have wherewithal to 
maintain his dignity. 
Thus 
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Thus you ſee, continued the Genius, 
tome humour and ſentiment may be 
diſplayed on theſe occaſions; though up- 


on the whole I muſt-aver, they are rather 


incentives to vice, and nurſeries of folly, 
than means of mental edification and im- 
provement. They are a mixed jumble 
of beings, a collection of what 1 would 
term fools of faſhion; a ſet of creatures, 
guided not ſo much by the dictates of 
reaſon, and the influence of the nobler 
powers of the human mind, as by the 


whim and caprice of air-borne fancy, or 


the example of ſuch. as deſire a conſe- 


quence from dignity of birth, or exalted 


rank 1n life, 
3 +. Such are certainly fools in the higheſt 
ſenſe of the word, who implicitly follow 


any practice, mode, or cultom, merely 


becauſe it is foreign, and can aſſign no 
other reaſon for rendering themſelves ri- 
diculous, than that they do ſo in com- 
pliance with the example of others; 4 
very faſhionable mode of juſtifying the 
molt palpable abſurdities of thoſe fools of 
faſhion we have daily inſtances of in this 
age; when, if a ridiculous piece- of folly, 
ſoppery, and affectation is imported from 


the nnen by any leading putz of 
| quality, 
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quality, he is aped within the ſpace of 2 
moath by every Jemmy throughout the 
town. 

* Amongſt others, this modiſh practice 
of maſquerading we derived from our 
very polite neighbours the French, who 
are conſtantly viſited by ſome or other of 
our petits maitres, under pretence of im- 
proving their taite, though they gene- 
rally return finiſhed coxcembs rather than 
accompliſhed gentlemen; and it is an 
error in parents or guardians to ſend 
young perſons abroad to ſee the faſhions 
and cuſtoms of other nations, before they 
have well digeſted the ſyſtems of thoſe 
which are peculiar to their own country, 
fince for want of a competent knowledge 
of the ſame, they are induced to preter 
the former from their being foreign, and 
hence become fools of faſhion, a very 
honourable, as well as multitudinous tribe 
at this day. 

„ The: taſhionable fool, added the age 
Genius, I would conſider as a kind of fe-+ 
condary being, or Monmouth-ſtreet beau, 
who wanting ability to perfect the fool of 


falhion, can only ſhew what he 2v52u/d be, 


and expoſe that very reſpectable-charactes 
to public view at ſecond hand; hence I 


tile him a faſhionable tool, becauſe he is 


I 2 no 
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no more than an humble, and frequently 


diſtant copyiſt of an original, which he 


can never equal for want of the eſſential 
requiſites of fortune and rank in life. 
In this numerous claſs of faſhionable 
fools, I place all within the ſphere of 
commercial and mechanical life, amongſt 
whom the madneſs of aping the great at 
the court end of the town, never more 
prevailed than at preſent, as witneſs the 
abſurdity of their dreſs from top to toe, 
from the docked Nivernois hat, ito the 
long-quartered ſhoe, firſt invented by the 
hardy ſons of Neptune, a maritime 


ſpecies, to which our animals of faſhion 
had ever an inſuperable averſion, ſo that 


it is no ſmall cauſe. for wonder that 
they ſhould follow the cuſtom of ſuch 
ſea brutes.” : — 

Having thus remarked on the variety 


of ſcenes and characters that preſented 


themſelves on this motley occaſion, the 
Spy and his attendant Genius made their 
xi, more fully convinced of the truth of 


this maxim; That man is but a child 


of larger growth, and that he is amuſed 
with toys and baubles from the cradle 
o the grave.“ Fae bo 
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CHAP, VIII. 


Remarks en paſſant. — Entertaining acven- 
tures at a c lebrated houſe of civil recep- 
tion in the great Piuæza.— Diſſertation 
on the modiſh term Bagnio. — Morn- 
ing lecture, or humorcus harangue, by Sam 
Slang, rubber, attendant, and orator- 
general to the hundreds of Drary. 


HE Genius having eratified the 

Spy with the late inſtructive view 
of -mankind in what is called- high lite, 
determined alſo to ſh-w him ſome ſcenes 
of gallantry, intrigue, and amour, in a. 
more exalred ſphere. than thoſe to which 
he had before conducted him; and there- 
fore led him to a ſpot. long famed as the 


region of Bacchus and Venus, where ado- 


ration has been daily paid at the ſhrine of 
_ thoſe deities, -from time immemorial. As 
they paſſed along towards love's enchanted 
citadel, the: Genius, agreeable to theit 


ſetting forth, curiouſly remarked on c 


veral ſubjects and characters. 
I 3 Obſkrve, 
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„ Obſerve, (ſaid he) thoſe three poor 
women; they are deſtitute of ' huſbands 
and every thing but a numerous off. 
ſpring; they have juſt quitted their 
wretched cots, and are going to ſearch the 

| hedges and ditches within four or five 
miles of this metropolis for water-creſſes 
and night-ſhade, in order to ſel], for a 
ſubſiſtence for themſelves and their puor 
families. That infant in her arms has 
doubtleſs frequently been wrapt in flan- 
mel, and laid at the ſide of a ditch on a 
nipping morning, while . the mother has 
been gathering weeds by the aſſiſtance cf a 
lantern; ſo chequered are the fortunes 
of mortals here below. 

See that garret where the light is; it is 

very probably the manſion of ſome ho- 
neſt woman, who is waiting for the com- 
ing home of her drunken profligate ſpouſe 
from a night-houſe, or what is worſe, a 
bawdy-houſe; ſheis mending ſtockings and 
ſhirts, ironing linen, or waſhing her chil- 
drens cloaths, or performing other dome- 
ſtic duties, and acts of houſewifery, till 
her ſweet ſwain returns home incapable 
of any duty on his part. 

The ſtreets, obſerved the Spy, are now 
pretty quiet; as between the hours of three 
and four, whores, bullics, and thieves o 

the 
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the different denominations, generally res 
tire to their apartments; noiſy intoxicated 
mechanics pet to their lodgings in ſome 
night-houſe ; and coachmen, watchmen, 
and ſoldiers, are for the greateſt part faſt 
aſleep. Butchers, fiſhmongers, poul- 
terers, and green-grocers now begin to 
yawn in their beds, as a prelude to 
their riſing and betaking themſelves 
to the ſeveral markets from which 
they are to procure their reſpective com- 
modities for furniſhing the means for per- 
forming that very neceſſary function in 
life, commonly called eating; while 
drowſy watchmen by their heavy eyes and 
nodding pates diſcover the fatigue that 
attends their extraordinary care and vi- 
gilance.“ 

Sheds in markets and the bulks of 
houſes were covered with vagrants, that 
had veen picking pockets, carying links, 
or ſkulking about in queſt of any thing 
they could lay their hands upon; but the 
market being now over, they were re- 


poling on thoſe downy beds to prepare 


themſelves for the culong buſineſs of the 
day. > 
Mark that chariot whi h juſt rolled 
us, (ſaid the Genius, ) it,@Mrtains no leſs a 
perſon than the right Honourable lady 
Barbara 
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Barbara Bubble, whom it is perhaps con- 
veying home much lighter than ſhe ſet 
out, as from hex. Known weakneſs and 
folly, added to an irreſiſtable propenſity 
to play, it is very reaſonable to ſuppoſe, 
ſhe has been eaſed of a thouland or two 
at lord Shuffle's, whoſe routes ſhe has 
long frequented to th: almolt entire loſs of 
her huſband's eſtate, and the impairing as 
beautitul and elegant features as ever gave 
Charms to woman. 

But yonder is a ſight extraordinary 
indeed, (continued the Genius.) a very 
fine woman reading by the aſſiſtance of 
wax tapers, in her cloſet at this early 
hour.“ „rue, ſaid the Spy, but we 
cannotgaſcertain the ſubject which em- 
ploys her profound meditations,” From 
her character, returned the Genius, it 
muſt be a moral one, as ſhe is eminent 
for her averſion to drums, routes, maſque- 
rades, operas, and all incentives to diſſi- 
pation of the like kind; though it has 
been whiſpered, that with the ſage Solo- 
mon, ſhe has made trial of all the plea- 
ſures of human lite, but finding, with 
him, that they are all vanity and vexa- 

wen of ſpirit, ſhe has reſigned them for 
more ſublimeWnd ſatisfactory purſuits.” 

Pray, demanded the Spy, on ac- 

count 
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count of whoſe death is that emblem of 
mortality affixed to the houſe adjoining to 
the corner one in yonder ſquare?” “ I hat 
reminds me, anſwered the Guardian Ge- 
nius, of a circumſtance lamentable in- 
deed ; a circumſtance, that at once holds 
to view, the weakneſs of the moſt intel- 
ligent of mortals, and the prevalence of 
a nice ſenſe of honour. The honourable 

erſonage who lately reſided in that 
houſe, had long withſtood the ſolicita- 
tions of a certain party notorious for in- 
famy, to take upon him one of the 
higheſt departments in a certain ſtate, 1n 


compliance with the dictates of his own - 


mind, and fulfilment ot repeated pro- 
miſes given to his noble friends“ But, 
alas, through the baneful influence 
of female perſuaſion, he is thought at 
once to have violated his own- con» 
ſcience, as well as forfeited his honour 
moſt ſolemnly pledged, in accepting the 


gilded pill; but unable to bear the re- 
morſe of that conſcience he had thus 


violated, and the remonſtrance of thoſe 
noble friends he had thus injured in de- 
ſerting the common cauſe they had in 
conjunction long and ftrenuouſly eſ- 
pouſed; it Las been ſugf@ſted, that he 
hurried himſelf out of an Exiſtence grown' 
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intolerable, being determined to be no 


longer than he could live with honour.” 
Peep in at that window, my pupil, 

and you will fee a well-drefſed young 

gentleman courting to his arms his 


lady's waiting maid : he has been mar- 


ried but a month, and was ſo exceſſively 
fond of the lady before enjoyment, that 
being refuſed by her father, 'who had 
promiſed her to another, he ran his rival 
through the body, and at length carried 
her off by force, as ſhe was paying a viſit 
to a diſtant relation.” | 

** Surely, returned the Spy, mankind 
cannot be fo fickle in their attachments.“ 
Indeed they can, ſaid the Genius; and if 
vou make a ſtrict enquiry, you will find 
that the affection of many ceaſes with the 
Dang en. 2 f nf ra 

The grave company of dons at the 
table in that front parlour is compoſed of 
phyſicians, holding a conſultation on the 
caſe of a man of rank and great property, 
whom they were ſent to relieve; but 
they ſeem ſo divided in their opinion, that 
the patient may depart this life before 
they come to any determination.“ 
. Theſe remarks. paſſed the time agree- 
ably away, tillthey approached the place 
which the Genfus had pointed eut as Pars 
5 ſeat 


CY 


( 95 ) 


ſeat of luxury and diſſipation, and as ne- 
ceſſary to be known by his pupil, leſt in 
future times, he might fall a prey to its 
alluring temptations. Chairs were car— 


rying in great numbers about this ſpot, 


conveying ladies to, or fetching them 
from their lodgings ; many of them in- 
deed were riding with aching hearts and 
empty purſes. 'A bold rap and genteel 
appearance procured them entrance into 
the manſion they were fo defirous of vi- 


ſiting; and having taken the-moſt conve- 


nient corner, they ſat down over a bot- 
tle of hock in order to reſt as well as amuſe 
themſclves, after a long progreſs through 
this extenſive town. 

Alter taking a little breath, the Genius 


began to deſcribe the nature of the place, 


and the character ot divers of the votaries 
of Venus that were making their exit or 
entrance almoſt every minute. Behold, 
ſaid he, that creature with a moſt ex- 
quiſite thape, a form which enraptured 


mortals might pronounce almoſt divine! 


What pity is it ſuch charms ſhould be 


barcered for gold? ſee with what ſkill” 


ſhe has decorated her lovely perſon ! the 
- twain that conducts her in, ſeems capti- 
vated, panting, dying; but would he at- 
tend 
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tend to my advice, I would fay in friendly 
accent,“ Fond youth forbear ; gaze not 
with deſire ſo apparently languiſhing on 
a cockatrice; be not deluded by the ad- 
der's beauteous ſkin, left when you hope 
for a conſummation of joy, you feel the 
effects of its envenomed dart.” 

<« That grave gentleman, continued the 
Genius, who looks as if he was ſtruck with 
admiration of the fine black girl by his 
' fide, is a perſon of eminent learning and 
very ſhining parts, and indeed, deemed 
one of the ableſt poets and hiſtorians of 
the age. But he is no more than man, 
and ſuch beauty might inflame the moſt 
rigid ſtoic : he lays all at the feet of his 
fair one, and will doubtleſs pay the price - 
of many days lucubrations for a few 
hours dalliance with a jilting Thais; ſo 
you find the ſovereign power of perſo- 
nal charms over all our boaſted reaſon 
and philoſophy. - 

«© There is an object diſguſtful, when 
known and ſtript of her borrowed plumes, 
That Herculean form is decked out with 
patch, powder, and paint, to enſnare the 
unexperienced youth, or captivate the in- 
toxicated rake. But the leper will as foon 
torego his ſpots, and the Æthiop change 

| his 


*s. 
his ſknn, as that Amazonian dame, with 
goatiſh ſmell and freckled viſage, yield 
true delight to a man of the ſmalleſt de. 
wa of taſte and delicacy. 


«© Obſerve that little prude that paſſed 


demurely by; thoſe coy looks and feigned 
bluſhes are nets, different arts diſplayed 
to enſnare the novice in the myſteries of 
gallantry, Some eager fool may gaze 
upon her with tranſport, and vainly ima- 
gine to embrace another Lucretia; but, if 
err not in my judgment, he will find a 
Meſſalina: ſo that you ſee there are ways 
and means in this tallacious world, to ren- 
der the moſt atrocious liner, In appear- 
ance, a very faint. 

«© See, upon the whole, how each 
nymph diſplays her reſpective lure ; here 
you may behold the maiden bluſh, the 
ſaucy gaze, the coy leer, the wanton 
glance, the killing dart, the tranſporting 
roll, all ready to be ſummoned on occa- 
ſion, as if another Pandora was preparing 
to hurl contagion over all mankind. 

Nor is the prieſteſs of theſe rites 
unworthy of notice. With what agility 
ſhe raiſes her pampered carcaſe from her 


bar of ſtate, and greets each gueſt on en- 


trance ! 
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c See that picture of deformity ; it is 
Lord Wrinkle, who, according to the 
bard's deſcription, looks as it nature 
made him in a mock, and yet, monſter 
as he is, he will ſhortly revel in the charms 
of a molt exquiſite beauty, who will cer- 
tainly loath him ; but ſuch is the magic 
of gold, that it can compel the endurance 
of what is molt deteſtable. | 

„Ho that lallow-complexioned gal- 
lant claſps the Herculean ſtrumpet juſt 
deſcribed ! there is reaſon to apprehend 
that one is as deep in the mud as the 
other in the mire ; remember the old 
adage, No carrion will kill a crow. 

Nov is the period of bliſs with ma- 
ny amorous ſwains; nought reigns here 
but wanton play; kiſſes are frecly given 
and imparted; the ſmirking lais bran- 
diſhes the ſhining bumper of florid Bur- 


gundy, and gives a looſe to word and 


fancy, while the youth, momentarily 
happy, indulges each gay, each wanton 
thought, and vainly imagines this his 


heaven of bliſs, till the intoxicating juice 


ſeizes their brain, and each company 
proves a Babel of noiſe and wild confu- 


ſion. 
Now man contends with man, and 


one ſtrumpet rallies another: it is much 


( 59 ) 


if ſome thoughtleſs maddened wretch 


has not the fool-hardineſs to draw his 
ſword in a trivial cauſe, and ruſh into an 
unknown ſtate in a moment of phrenzy. 
All is a ſcene of jargon, one uninter- 
rupted inharmonious din, and they ſeem 
to have adopted the Thracian maxim, 
that no feaſt or merriment can finiſh com- 
pletely without a broil.“ 

Thus concluded the ſage Genius his 
rhapſodical deſcription, which afforded ' 
much entertainment as well as inſtruction 
to the attentive Spy, who to drown the 
noiſe that ſo univerſally prevailed, as well 
as gain farther knowledge of this enchant- 
ing ſpot, called for jolly Sam Slang, one 
of the waiters, ordered another bottle, 
and requeſted his attendance while they 
propoſed a few points for his diſcuſſion. 

Sam obeyed the call, produced the 
bottle, drew the long cork with the air of 
an adept in the ſcience, and placed it on 
the table, with the uſual garniſh of 
© There, my maſters, there's a bottle of 
as good hock as eber was tipt over tongue; 
though I fay it that ſhould not ſay it, we 
challenge the Garden for liquors ; none 
of your daſhing here; no, nor none of 


your ſixteens to the dozen; no, honeſt 
bottles and ſtaunch ſtuff.” 


3 Thus 
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Thus ſpoke Mr. Sam in the true kno y- 
ing phraſe of his profeſſion, and was juſt 
on the trip of departure, when the Ge- 
ius deſired he would take a glaſs and 
give him a little information in ſome 
particulars, with which he perceived he 
was well acquainted. 

% Pray, ſaid he, honeſt friend, why 
are theſe places called Bagnios ; I have 
found baths, from which 1 ſuppoſe the 
term comes, in hardly any of them ?” 

Very true, Sir, replied Sam; but J 
find you're not ſo deep in theſe matters 
as lam, egad. The caſe is this, as I 
have been told by thoſe that have lived 
longer than myſelf in the world: for- 
merly bagnios were places kept only for 
the purpoſes of bathing, cupping, ſweat- 
ing, &c. now as it was neceſſary in many 
caſes for the patient to go to bed after an 
operation, a number of beds were there- 
fore provided at all the bagnios, for that 
ſalutary purpoſe. As the world grew nu- 
merous, fo I believe it grew worſe, inſo- 
much that the practice of ſitting up late 
growing common, the keepers of theſe 
places thought they might as well profit- 
by thoſe beds that might be empty in the 
beginning of the night, and therefore 
advertiſed nightly lodgings; hence the 
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common folks imagined every houſe of 


nightly buſincſs called a bagnio, to be a 
place where they could procure a lodg- 
ing. 


** But to come to the point: as many 
good purpoſes are abuſed in time, ſo was 


this of ſetting up bagnios for the bu- 
ſineſs abovementioned ; for when your 


conſcientious people began to murmur 


and make a ſtir againſt ſuch as entertained 
ladies and gentlemen, it was found pro- 
per to take convenient houſes, make 
baths, and in ſhort keep bagnios ; but 
with this liberty, that ladies and gentle- 
men might do juſt what they pleaſed, ſo 
that in proceſs of time almoſt every bagnio 
became a houle for convenient purpoſes, 
„ Bulineſs in our way growing every 
day, many houſes of this kind took the 
title of bagnio that had not a bath in 


them; ſo that, in a few years, every lit- 


tle ken and blind caſe was ſo termed; and 


here, my maſters, you have the origin 
and progreſs of what are called bagnios.“ 
The Spy and his Guardian highly ap- 
plauded Mr. Sam's definition of bagnios; 
and the Genius, who now and then gave 


way to a jocular turn, obſerved that if 


thoſe places took their title originally from 
lweating, bathing, &c. they certainly re- 
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tained their right to the ſame with greater 
propriety in future; ſince they afford an 
opportunity of ſweating moſt copiouſly 
not only in body but alſo in pocket, as 
many experienced daily. to- the. great in-- 

Jury of both. | 
The Spy's curioſity leading him to 
know. the particulars of this place, which- 
feemed to him ſo extraordinary, requeſted 
the obliging and facetious Mr, Sam to 
give him a detail of the forms and cere- 
monies under which a patient went, when 
under the hands of one of his profeſſion. 
Sam nodded aſſent, and thus began: 
« You muſt know, good Sirs, that the 
atient muſt ſubmit to our entire diſpo- 
tal and follow us wherever we lead, o- 
therwiſe we can never be anſwerable for 
the effect. This being the caſe, we will 
venture to conduct him in the ſpace of a 
few minutes into a warmer climate, and 
in leſs than a quarter of an hour make 
him fancy himielf in Batavia or Bencoo- 
len. I his done, gentlemen, the patient 
finding himſelf under a neceſſity of light- 
ening the weight of his clothes, ſtrips 
one thing after another, till by degrees 
he reduces himſelf to the ſtate of our fa-- 
ther Adam, when he was harmleſs and. 


innocent, and little thought of. begetting 
ſuch. 
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ſuch a diabolical generation. Thus pre- 
pared,. we conduct him with the utmoſt 
eaſe and expedition within the limits of 
the torrid zone, which cauſes him, if fat 
and groſs, to melt almoſt to an oil, and 
in this ſtate he continues till he begs for 
relief, when we apply the rubbing cloth, 


a moſt excellent means of carrying off 


the humours of this ſinful fleſh. When 
almoſt ready to expire, we open a ſmall 
faſh and let in a little air, which al- 
ways proves very reviving. This done, 
ſome warm water is let into a ciſtern, 
and the patient put into it, in order to- 
boil out thoſe groſs humours that could 
not be emitted by a more gentle perſpira-- 
tion; after this he is wiped, cooled by 
degrees, put to bed, and I'll be bound 
that in a few hours he is as ſleek as a doe, 
and, if nimble by diſpoſition, able to 
leap over a five-bar gate. So much for 
information, my maſters; if you will 
give me leave I'll relate a droll incident, 


which I cannot help thinking will highly 


entertain you. 
A certain gentleman being purſued 
by one of our ſhoulder-dabbers, made in- 


to our houſe and there took ſhelter ; the 


bailiff being obſerved in the purſuit, with. 


all the cunning of their tribe, put the 
| Writ. 
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writ into the hands of another of the fra» 
ternity, with information how to proceed; 
Away tripped the debtor-ſnapper, knock- 
ed at the inner door, and dreſſed in the ha- 
bit of a chairman, enquired for Mr. 
Such-a-one, to whom he wanted to de- 
liver a letter of great importance, nor 
could he do it to any one but the gen- 
tleman himſelf. The hint was imme— 
diately given to our cuſtomer, whom we 
conveyed into a private room, and there 
left in full ſecurity. This done, I went 


to the door, and informed Mr. Inquiſi- 


tor I would ſhew the room in which the 
party was with whom he had ſuch earneſt 


buſineſs. 
** Cock-ſure of his game, he moſt 


readily followed, till opening the door of 


the hot-room, I told him it he entered, 
he would there find the perſon he wanted. 
In went the man-hawk, and I popt too the 
door, leaving him to comfort himſelf in 
his warm birth. In this bleſſed condition 


we left him to reflect on his fins, till be- 
ing as it were parboiled, he began to 


roar like a town-bull, and at length to 
entreat for mercy's ſake, that we would 


let him out of hell, promiſing by all 


that's ſacred, he would never approach it 
more, 


2 « When 
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When we thought we had ſufficiently 
puniſhed him for his infolence in endea- 
vouring to touch a gentleman in our 
houſe, we ſet him free, and ſurely never 
was poor devil in ſuch a plight; out he 
ran faſter than a thief in purſuit, or a 
wretched debtor from his own mercileſs 
clutches, The gentleman rewarded us 
handſomely ; and ſo, good Sir, finiſhed 
the whole affair.” : 

The Spy was ſo highly diverted with the 
| honour of Mr. Sam Slang, that when the 
reckoning was diſcharged, he made him 
a handſome preſent for his trouble, and 
together with his Guardian, left the hou 


in a moſt merry vein. | 
eee 
CHAP. IX. 


Round - bouſe caricatured.—Keeper.—Pre- 
ident and gueſts, —T heir humanity, juf- 
tice, and ſobriety diſplayed.— 4 femal: 
character deſcribed. 


AVING been already ſo well enter- 
tained with one ſcene in this quar- 


ter of the town, our moralizing obſervers 
were 
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were not diſpoſed to quit it, without be- 
ing preſent at others from which they 
had reaſon to expect an equal degree of 
diverſion, as well as an ample field for 
indulging their peculiar propenſity for 
paſſing comments and remarks on the 
many and ſtrange incidents that daily oc- 
cur in this buſy world, n 

They had already viewed a watch- 
houſe, and taken notice of the behaviour 
of its ſeveral tenants, as well as divers 
characters and circumſtances worthy of 
obſervation, though not of imitation, in 
that nocturnal receptacle. The Genius 
therefore directed the attention of the 


Spy to another habitation ſomewhat like, 


but yet differing in ſome very important 
points from the former. 
This was a place no leſs famed than 


Covent Garden round-houſe, which from 


its peculiarly happy ſituation, is pretty 
well frequented, ſo that the ruddy hoſteſs 
has very little cauſe to complain of want 
of cuſtom. TON - 1 
This barricadoed cell, the Spy entered, 
following his Guardian Genius, whom he 
defired to take the lead in cvery adven- 
ture they undertook, conlidering him not 
only in the light of an inſtructor, but al- 


ſo a deliverer from any danger to * 
0 
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ke might be expoſed in the courſe of his 
progrels. 


Before they could enter, they were. 


obliged to knock, and wait till the turn- 
key came and gave them admittance, 
whom they obſerved by his down-caſt look 
to be admirably adapted to his office. 

As the place was pretty well occupied, 
they were glad to croud themſelves into a 


corner, in order to hear and ſee what 
paſſed. | | 


In an arm chair, as if exalted above the 


reſt of his brethren, ſat a very bluff, but 
grave conſequential- looking figure, whom 
they were given to underſtand was Mr. 
Conſtable of the night, an eminent pork- 
man of that pariſh ; and indeed he very 
much in behaviour reſembled the brutes 
he deals in, 2 

Next to this eminently dignified vender 
of ſwine fleſh, was a fellow ſheltered from 
the weather by a comfortable broad cloth 
horfeman's coat, with a large velvet cape 
adorned with gold lace, and hat orna- 
mented in the ſame manner, whom the 
Spy imagined to be ſome chairman to a 
perſon of quality, wanting to convey his 
lord or lady home to bed in an hour or 
two, that being the uſual time at which 


great folks go to repoſe, in contradiction 


to 
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to the vulgar, who fooliſhly follow the 


preciſe laws of reaſon and nature. 

But he was undeceived by his Guar- 
dian, who informed him that the party co- 
toured gentleman, wham he had degrad- 
ed by a mere ſuppoſition that he was a 
chriſtian poney, was nothing leſs than an 
officer, ay, and an officer of the peace 
too; beadle of the pariſh, and terror of 
boys, whores, and dogs. 

The Spy heard the account with fome 
ſurprize, and begged that his Genius 
would acquaint him what rank theſe bea- 
dles, as they were called, ſuſtained in ci- 


vil ſociety, or of what ſervice they were 
to the public; to which his Guardian re- 


plied, That with reſpect to rank or 


1ervice he could ſay very little, as in the 


firſt place, they were mere pariſh lacquies, 
and in the ſecond, a kind of expletives 
to fill up, make a parade, and ſtrut with 


a ſtaff before a pampered, arrogant 


prieſt. 
He added, that they were veſted in- 
deed with ſome kind of power to take up 


vagrants, miſerable whores, or diſorderly 


people within their own diſtrict, but as 
they were in general poor, and com- 
monly lazy and drunken, they, like 


their beiters, made a trade of their oſ- 


©. fice, 


K 
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fice, and could be as blind or lame upon 

occaſion, as any 

within the bills of mortality.” | 
The next that attracted the notice of 

our obſervers were a-parcel of jolly bucks, 

who, leſt they ſhould be cut off in the 


prime of their days, by a ſudden death 


or any untimely ſtroke, were determined 
to live their every hour, and ſcorned to 
waſte their time in ſnoring in bed, while 


there was good liquor or good company 


to be had. 
6% Obſerve, ſaid the Genius, that old 
beldam that is drinking and in cloſe con- 


ference with Mr, Conſtable ; look but in 


her face and you will ſee her mind: that 
brazen front can at any time ftare virtue 
or honeſty out of eountenance; the 


wretch lives in open defiance of both, 


and that fulſome carcafe is pampered on 
the wages of proſtitution, See, ſhe caſts 
up a leer of complacency at Mr. Preſi- 
dent in the atm-chair, and I am greatly 
miſtaken if the pelf has not often pur- 
Chaſed his connivance; indeed there are 
many in this neighbourhood in fee not 
only with beadles and conſtables, but 
alſo with certain very worſhipful gen- 
tlemen; hence they are ſuffered ts 
fin, and that moſt enormouſly, with im- 
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punity, while the poorer and moſt wretch- 
-ed of the profeſſion are dragged to the 
hempen block on the ſlighteſt pretence. 
Ihe piteous object Who is reclining 
her head near the bawd, is one of the un- 
happy women on whom that abandoned 
monſter lives, and as ſhe appears to have 
an elegant attract ing perſon, the old ſin- 
ner is doubtleſs come hither to obtain her 
releaſe, in order that ſhe may follow her 
trade of iniquity, till ſhe rots in the ſer- 
vice of the moſt infamous of her ſex. 
Wearied with the fatigue of drinking bad 
Iquors, the want of her natural reſt, and 
other drudgeries of her wretched ſtate of 
life, ſhe, poor creature, is glad to repoſe 
in any place or in any manner, and very 
probably is loſt to all thoughts of reflec- 
ton; for the very firſt leſſon in the ſchool 
of proſtitution 1 is to forget to thick, 
That figure oppolite you, continued 
the Genius, who is rant.ng away in high 
elce, is one of thoſe good fellows, Who 
having diſcarded all ſhame and decency, 
exiſt but in obſcenity, noiſe, and riot: 
{-e bon he brandiſhes his oaken towel, 
and indicates by his ſquint towards the 
chair, the ſatisfaction he ſhould receive 
from e e the hide of Mr. Con- 


ſtable.” 
60 Bur 
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& But there, ſaid the Spy, is a beaſt 
indeed, wallowing in his filth, and ſprawl- 
ing on the floor in a ſtate of abſolute 
inſenſibility : ſee the dog, piſſing on him; 
but the intoxicated mortal is fo dead to 
every ſenſe, that nothing .can rouſe-him 
from the condition in which you behold 
him.“ 4 e 

Wbile they were paſſing theſe remarks 
on this elegant manſion, and the bleſſed 
gueſts which occupied it at ſo early an 
hour, a number of poor whores were 
brought in, under the guidance of a poſſe 
of the vigilant guardians of the night. 

According to cuſtom they no ſooner 
entered, than enquiry was made what 
they choſe to drink; and on their ſhak- 
ing their heads and pleading poverty, 
the humane keeper of the holpitable te- 
nement gave orders to one of his myr- 
midons to conduct them to the hole, as 
they had no room above ſtairs for people 
that came in without money in their pock- 
ets; ſo away they were forced, to con- 
template on their wretchedneſs in all the 
horrors of a cold and dreary cavern. | 
This and other incidents that had oc- 
curred in this place, were very critically 
noted by the ſage Genius, and furniſhed 
ene 3: L. many 
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many moral and entertaining remarks, to 
the following purport. 

* You ſee on this, as well as many 
other occaſions, that the beſt of inſtitu- 
tions may be perverted to the worſt of 
purpoſes ; and that law, throughout its 
various departments, inſtead of being 
rendered a general good to ſociety, be- 
comes too frequently an inſtrument of 
oppreſſion and extortion to knaves who 
are veſted with the execution of it, Gay 
remarks moſt pertinently in his inimitable 


dramatic fatire of the Beggar's Opera, 


% That gold from law can buy off the 
ſting,“ and we find it verified from the 
moſt exalted to the loweſt ſtations in 
human life; from his honour exalted 
on the bench, to Mr. Conſtable in his 
chair at Covent Garden round-houſe; 
in one word, they are all to be palmed, 
and I cannot help concluding with a very 


ſkrewd ſtateſman, that every man has his 
price. 


„What a mockery of juſtice, (con- 
tinued the Genius,) to appoint a fer of 
mercenary fellows to the office of pre- 
ſerving the peace, ſuppreſſing brothels, 
and apprehending proſtitutes ; when for 
the ſake of a bribe, oy are capable of 
not only conniving at, but even protect - 


ing 
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ing the moſt abandoned and injurious 
members of the community! This con- 
ſideration, added to the power they have 
of perverting their office in oppreſſing 
thoſe who are damned with poverty and 
and its attendant plagues, proves that 
they are rather nuiſances than of advan- 
tage to the public; in ſhort, their general 
behaviour is a burleſque on Juſtice.” 

As to humanity it now appears requi- 
ſite, that every member of a certain fra- 
ternity ſhould give up all pretence to it, 


if he means to thrive, in his profeſſion. 


The heart of fleſh-muſt. be removed, and 


that of ſtone ſubſtituted, before a man can 


become an-adept in quibble and chicane- 
ry, not to ſay, cheat and fraud. He mult 
be able to withſtand the tear of the ag- 
grieved widow, the cry of the helplels; 
orphan, the remonſtrance of, injured me- 
rit, the: plea of griping penury, and even 
the ſolicitation of expiring nature, e'er he 
can become as hardened as the generality 
of the brethren, or be ranked in a worthy 
ſociety. 
Vou now ſee the upright officer of 
the peace carouſing with, and at the ex- 
pence of-an infamous bawd, to whom the 
keeper pays the utmoſt deference ; while 
thoſe poor wretches leſs offenſive in them- 
L 3. ſelves 
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ſelves to ſociety, for no other cauſe than 


their lack of pelf, are denied the common 


bleſſing of life, and ſhivering in a dun- 
geon to add to other miſeries. So much 
tor modern humanity. 

& If, (faid the juſtly cenſorious Ge- 
nius,) we refer to the ſobriety of the 
characters before us, it will be difficult 
to determine the claim in favour either 
of the culprits, or the judge. Mr. Con- 
ſtable indeed appears more ſober in his 
cups, and as he ſays little, is not ſo liable 
to betray himſelf by his ſpeech, as thoſe 
Jolly, rattling blades, who emit whatever 
is uppermoſt, and I believe are more ho- 
neſt in the bottom. The one is indeed 
an old ſoaker, as his noſe moſt apparently 
proclaims; but the others perhaps are 
only on a frolic, and get drunk by fits. 

« See with what glee the beldam lifts 
that refreſhing cordial to her lips, in 
which Mr. Conſtable after ſome few 
ceremonies, pledges the generous old 
lady: poor hearts ! they are fo indefati- 
gable in their reſpective profeſſions, that 
they frequently need ſome little refreſh- 
ment. But theſe things they do ſoberly, 
and eſcape the public eye, though it 
would puzzle an able caſuiſt to aſcertain 

whether 


las } 
whether the bawd or the conſtable is 


the greateſt hypocrite. - 8 

Juſt as the Genius had thus ſeverely 
commented on divers characters, prin» 
ciples, and mode of action, a gentleman 
and lady were uſhered in, as it afterwards 
appeared, in a mutual change of aſſault, 
The Genius ſtruck; with the appearance 
of the female, with whofe birth, educa- 


tion, and ſtation in life, he was moſt in- 


timately acquainted, could not avoid ex- 
preſſing ſome concern at the ill- fortune 
that had befallen her, as well as mo- 
deſtly pleading in her behalf, with Mr. 
Conſtable; but all in vain, for he con ; 
tinued obſtinate in his reſolves, that ſhe 
ſhould ſtay there that night, and refer 
the affair to the deciſion of a magiſtrate 
in the morning. 

The Spy, in conſequence of his Guar- 
dian's intereſting himſelf in his behalf of 
this unfortunate fair one, diſcoyered 
much anxiety; to know the cauſe; and the 
Genius gratified his curioſity by the fol- 
lowing detail. | 

The unhappy object before us, is 
one of the many inſtances of the fatal 
conſequence of a ridiculous indulgence in 
parents, in giving their children impro- 
per ideas of their rank and ſituation in 
2 life, 
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life when in a ſtate of childhood, which 
ſeldom fails of having a very dangerous 
effect in a more advanced age. This 
perſon, whoſe name I deſire to conceal, i 
the only daughter of a plodding mecha- 
nic, who- thinking her ſomething more 
than mortal, through a fooliſh doating 

affection, trained her up from her earlieſt 

infancy in all the parade and elegance of 


the deſcendant of a man of quality. 


« Nothing was wanting that could 
pamper pride or inflame vanity; ; ſo that 
by the time ſhe had attained to the age of 
ſeven years, ſne began to view herſelf 1 in 
that deceitful mirror a looking-glaſs, nor 
only with approbation but admirationy 
The fond father; to render her the accom- 
pliſhed lady, ſent miſs to an eminent 
boarding-ſchool a few miles from towns 
where ſhe had an opportunity of making 
a rapid Ae in coquetry and gallan- 
try, under the inſtruction of ſeveral for- 
ward ladies, who, having reached their 
teens, began to think of ſomething more 
than their catechiſm, and ſigh for more 
ſubſtantial pleaſure than their uy or fine. 
cloaths could poſſibly afford; 2 
„When ſhe had odmplancs her edu- 
cation at the boarding- ſchool, ſhe was 


taken home to reſide conſtantly with hey 
$ fond. 
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fond father, who ſpared no expence to 
render her appearance as faſhionable as 
any lady's at a public ball or aſſembly. 
% As ſhe now attracted the obſerva- 
tion, of the men in general, ſhe had a 
number of danglers who eſcorted her to 


the different places of diverſion ; a cir» | 


cumſtance that adminiſtered not a little 
to her pride and vanity. .. 
In proceſs. of time the ſon of 2 


wealthy ſhoemaker paid his addreſſes to 


her, but miſs ſpurned poor Laff with the 
moſt arrogant diſdain, thinking him infi- 


nitely below the notice of a young lady 


of faſhion. and ſpirit, , S 
Nat ſufficiently, daunted by this re- 
buff, the honeſt ſnoemaker renewed his 
application, but with as little ſucceſs as 
before; for the weakneſs of the father 
indulging the daughter in every exceſs of 
pride and folly, he was with his conſent 


abſolutely and finally rejected: but they 


had both reaſon, in a; ſhort time, to re- 
pent ſo inſolent and imprudent a ſtepz 
tor two years had ſcarcely. elapſed, bes 
tore the father was, through the extrava- 
gance of his daughter, reduced to a ſtate 
of bankruptcy, and the lady now: before 
vs to what you behold her-—a proſtitute, 
o fatal are. the effects of giving the mind 

alt 
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an improper turn, at that ſeaſon of life, 


good or evil principles. a od 


CHAP, N. 


pocket-picking in high-life, — Anecdotes, 2 
i ſketches, and mon dratun from na- 0 
iure. N | N 1 ſ 


WII. ITH eager haſte the Spy, in obe 


diene de to the advice of his guar- te 
dian Genius, quitted this rbund-houſe MW as 
ſcene, and followed the ſteps ef that ſage 
conductor, till they came within the pur- 
lieus of Soho. As they approached the 
{quare, they obſerved a more than ordi- 
nary concourſe of carriages, conveying, 
as they imagined, the pampered carcafes 
of ſuperior mortals to their | reſpective 
habitations, after the agrecable Fatighs of 
riot and debauchery. 
Nor were our ſhrewd obſervers miſ⸗ 
taken in their conjecture; for upon ex. 
amination and enquiry, they were found 


to be a part of thoſe worthy members of 
ſociety 


C wg) 


ſociety, who, thinking themſelves above 
law, as well as, * to fly in the 
face of juſtice, had been converting the 


day into night, and combating with hu- 
manity, reaſon and common - ſenſe, and 
all for the emolument of a b of qua- 


lity, whoſe principal recommendation is 


a foreign extraction and moſt conſummate. 


effrontery, 


There was an abi held that Aale 
at the gaudy manſion of that virtuous 


matron, who entertains on occaſion per- 


ſons of the firſt rank in the kingdom, in 
divers ways and by divers means. 1 

The Guardian, whoſe influence and in- 
tereſt were the moſt commanding as well 
as extenſive, ſoon obtained admiſſion for 
himſelf and the Spy, into this heaven or 
rather hell upon earth, wherein were diſ- 
played, in their trueſt colours, the. ſaga- 
city and virtue of the great and noble, 
who claim a ſuperiority to the reſt of 
mankind, on the palery pretence of. birth 
or title. 

The Spy, as ſoon as they entered, re- 
queſted Ty his intelligent Genius would 
proceed to a definition of ſuch characters 


and circumſtances as were moſt ſtriking; 


and the Guardian, in kind compliance, 
thus began: 
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te The firſt 'of this motley group 1 
ſhall deſcribe, as an inſtance of that con · 


tamination of deſcent to which we mor- 


tals are all liable, is that lank figure, 
whoſe elegant atrire ſeems to dazzle the 
eye of every beholder. Sy 

He is the offspring of a French cook 


and the daughter of ati Engliſn lord, who 


making the tour of Europe to import as 
many exotic fopperies, I may add vices, 
as poſſible, had the peculiar good fortune 


to enliſt, in the capacity of cook, the fa- 


mous Monſieur Marmalade. This obſe - 
quious genius, having the art of pleaſing 
the niceſt palates, fo worked himſelf into 
the graces of his maſter, as to be admit- 
ted a confidant in all his pleafures, and 
foon after, by methods generally practiſed 
by the reſt of his countrymen, became 
not only maſter of the whole family, but 

likewiſe of his lord. ; 3 
* When his lordſhip returned to Eng- 
land, to enter into poſſeſſion of an im- 
menſe fortune bequeathed him by an un- 
cle, Marmalade attended, and in a ſhort 
time had the preſumption to pay his ad- 
dreſſes to his patron's daughter, hoping 
by a bold puſh to raiſe himſelf above de- 
pendance. The young lady ſpurned the 
arrogant coxcomb with juſt W233 
but 
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but when Monſieur, who was in reality 
the ſon of a barber, aſſured her that h: 
was deſcended from an ancient and ho- 
nourable family in France, and that he 
was reduced to the utmoſt diſtreſs, occa · 
ſioned by his father's killing a nobleman 
in a duel, and being obliged to fly the 
kingdom, leaving all his eſtates and ef- 
fects behind him ; the lady's flinty heart 
began to ſoften, and her penetration ſoon 
diſcerned, that the air and deportment of 
Monſieur Marmalade were valtly ſuperior 
to that of a beggarly bourgeos, 

His filly lordſhip encouraging the 
ſcoundrel's ſuit, Marmalade and his daugh- 
ter were ſhortly made one fleſh. The 
marriage however, for weighty caules, 
was concealed, till a ſwelling in the lady's 
waiſt declared ſhe was Rug af to b: 
ranked in the number of veſtals. In due 
time ſhe was delivered, and lo! that fi- 
gure was the fruit of her labour and the 
Joint aſſiſtance of Monſieur Marmalade, 
originally compounder of ragouts.“ 

What infatuation, ſaid the Spy, can 
induce our people of quality to be fo 
madly fond of French ſervants, when 
their own country-people can execute 
their buſineſs as well, and with much 
more fidelity?“ ** Novice! replied the 

| * Genius, 
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Genius, can you imagine that a dull 
plodding Engliſh clown can play on his 
maſter's weakneſs or vanity, fo well as a 
tawning, ſpaniel-like Frenchman ?. Can 
he pimp fo well ? Convey a note into a 
lady's hand with ſo much dexterity ? Can 
he aſſiſt his lordſhip ſo well in the cure of 
a faſhionable diſtemper? In a word, can 
he do any thing ſo well in the eye of a 
bigotred fool of quality, who has imbibed 
the moſt unſurmountable prejudices? T 
ſhall conclude this ſubject, ſaid the Ge- 
nius, with a pertinent quotation from an 
Engliſh bard : 


« Oblequious, artful, voluble, and gay, 
On }ritain's ſond credulity they prey. 
No gaintu! trade their induſtry can ſcape, 
Tucy ling, they dance, clean ſhoes, or cure a clap; 
All iciences a faſting Frenchman knows, 
And did him go to hell, to bell he goes.“ 


<© But fee, continued the Genius, the 
lady of the houſe makes her appearance. 
Oblerve with what an accompliſhed air 
ſhe makes reverence to her bene factors. 
Now ſhe joins in cloſe conference with 
the honourable Miſs Commode, who late- 
ly belonged to the train of a great and 
very excellent lady; but was diſmiſſed 
for aſſiſting in an intrigue between her 


chaſte 
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ehaſte and virtuous ſiſter and an incomt- 
nent brainleſs rake of the firſt rank: it is 
highly probable {ome buſineſs of the like 
nature brings her here, this being the 
principal mart for airy ladies, gallants, 
and demireps, in what is termed high. 
fe. | 
A fortunate conjecture, added the 
Genius, for ſhe nods at his Grace in yon- 
der cotner, and he is mighty well known 
not only as ſtateſman and jockey, but al- 
fo as a gallant: whether her buſineſs with. 
his dukeſhip is on her own account, 
or in behalf of ſome modeſt languiſhing 
damfet, I cannot determine; but ſhe is 
certainly fixing an appointment for a game 
at All- Fours, at which my Lord is as great 
an adept as any buck of the turf.“ 

% I fe, continued the Guardian, thro” 
the guiſe aſſumed by that lady, who ſkipe 
along the room handed by a ſturdy blade 
in regimentals : ſhe is, if I miftake not, 
the loving ſpouſe of Mr. Traffic, an emi- 
nent merchant of this city; but beirg 
tatnted with the faſhionable vices of this 
lewd age, Mrs. Traffic muſt now and then 
intrigue a little with a ſmart young fel- 
low; nor, but (to uſe the vulgar phraſe) 
ſhe's a very good ſort of woman in the 


main: indeed ſhe eſteems it an indiſpen- 
M 2 lable. 
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fable part of her duty to plant the horns; 
as cuckold-making, in the preſent day, 
is the very peak of politeneſs.” 

« But turn your eye to that group 
hovering round yonder table, ſaid the 
Genius, and behold a gang of right ho- 
nourable pickpockets. That venerable 
company is compoſed of the Duke of, 
Odds, the Earl of Bilk, Lord Viſcount 
Cogem, Baron Jockey, Sir Samuel 
Snatchall, knight and baronet; *Squire 
Hazard, and Mr. Will Live-by-wit, with 
a train of others too numerous tor recapi- 
tulation. They are here aſſembled in 
this reſortof the gayer fools, genteelly and 
faſhionably to pick each others pockets; 
and J apprehend that many an honeſter 
man has made his exit at Tyburn, than 
the very beſt among them ; for the ſena- 
torial, placed, and penſioned gamblers, 
not only rob each other, but the public 
in general: to prove which, obſerve ho 
young Reynard ſports his hundred on a 
caſt, which he could not long ſuſtain, 
had he not frequent recourſe to the 
fathomleſs purſe of the old Fox, his very 
worthy and very honeſt Sire.“ 

have already conducted you to that 
mummery of faſhion, ſaid the Genius, 
called a maſquarade, and pointed out to 

you 


1 
you divers famous and infamous charac- 
ters; dut here are ſome of ſuch extraor- 
dinary rank and quality, above the reach 
of common obſervers, that as I deem 


them worthy of peculiar notice, I ſhall. 


on this occaſion kong you. with ſome 
anecdores,. ſketches, and portraits drawn 
from the lite. 

* That ruddy complexioned lady paſt 
her meridian, has long been emninent 
for an extraordinary turn towards gaiety, 
ſplendor, and magnificence, of which 
ſne has given frequent proofs in the moſt 
tuperb and elegant entertainments at an 
immenſe expence. She is chief patroneſs 
of the accompliſhed hoſteſs, and cver 
ready to promote any plan for her in- 
tereſt. | 

Next to her ſits her ſon, with viſage as 
pale as that of her grace is ruddy, and if 
men may be admitted to judge by ap- 
pearance, there is as much cauie to 
to doubt his virility as the famous che- 
valier's, who has made fo mueh noiſe and 
buſtle amongſt politicians, and the bulls 
and bears of Exchange Alley: indeed 
it has been rumoured, that a cert:'in 
bonny laſſie, to whom he was ſometime 
ago bound in the chain of wedlock, has 
nc ven yet been ſatisfied in the molt ellen 
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dal point; what that is, I leave you to 
col: jecture, for in this libelling age, it is 
dangerous to ſpeak truth, leſt even that 
ſhould be deemed a libel.“ 

That ſmart little black man, with eyes 
acutely piercing, is well known by the 
town in general, as the firſt in his pro- 
feſſion; the Roſcius of the age; a con- 
ſummate delineator of human nature in 
all its various paſſions; and in fine, doing 
equal juſtice and honour to the tragic and 
comic Muſes. 

As it is neceſſary in order to accom- 
pliſh fo extraordinary a character, per- 
fonally to attend the different ſcenes of 
life, the motive that brings him hither 
may eaſily be ſurmiſed, and he doubtleſs 
will from this, as well as obſervation of 
things in general, conclude concerning 


life with the humorous Gay, that it is a 


«© Thus ended the Genius, you ſee up- 
on the whole, the principal cauſe of thoſe 
murmurs which fo generally, and indeed 
ſo juſtly prevail amongft the common 
clals of people, of a dearth both of 
money and proviſions ; it is even this, 
luxury that creates expence, to defray 
which, eltates are raiſed on the*huſband- 
man or tenant of any degree, and com- 
modities 
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modities of neceſſary conſequence, hetoh- 
tened ; to the general injury and oppreſ- 
ſion of the induſtrious part of the com- 
munity: and if this is doubted by any, I 
reter them to the public papers for the 
long catalogues of bankruptcies, which 
are — to de found every day.“ 


SSS. 
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Early progreſs through the um- ia 
verſions on men and manners.—Coffee” 
houſe debates. —Contraſft between the Eaſt 
and Weſt of this metropolis, at the hours 
of four and five in the morning eſpecially. 


þ ap Genius and Spy, ſated with the 
former ſcene of luxury and magni- 
hcence, took their departure, as well as 
many of the polite aſſembly, which by 
this time was conſiderably decreaſed .The 
morning being moſt agreeably ſerene, 
they propoſed another tour thro* divers 
parts of the town, in order to amule 
themſelves with any incident that Chance 

4 might 
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might throw in their way; and the Ge- 
nius according to cuſtom proceeded thus 
to remark as they paſſed along. | 

Ihe exceſſive ringing you hear in 
that houſe is to call up a ſervant to bring 
the maſter fomething liquid, in order to 


moitten his throat which is parched with 


drought from having been drunk laſt 
night. 

See how buly the jolly landlord is 
in that alehouſe, terving purl, Geneva, 
and anniſeed, to iuch as through want or 


wontonnels, muſt have ſomething to 
comfort them the moment they ariſe, 


as if ſtupidity was requiſite to carry them 
though the buſineſs of the day. 

„ Hark! that cry of children in yon- 
der garret, accompanied with alternate 
tones of ſcolding and coaxing, reminds 
me of their diſtreſs occafioned by the idle- 
neſs and drunkenneſs of the father, who 
lies by them, and a wretched mother, 
either ſnoring, ſwearing, or puking. 

« But turn your eye to a ſcene of bar- 
barity ſhocking ro a man of the ſmalleſt 
degree of humanity. See with what 
cruelty that ſavage fellow belabours the 
poor little Chimney ſweeper, who is almoſt 
ftarved as ell as na ed, for no other 
reaſon than his inability to hurry after 


him 
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him through the ſtreet fot want of ſhoes 
which has rendered the piteous mortal 
almoſt lame. 

I have often, (continued the hu- 
mane Guardian,) ſhuddered at the cruel- 
ties exerciſed by thoſe brutes, on poor 
helpleſs orphans, and am not a little 
amazed as well as concerned, that the 
officers of the reſpective pariſhes, who 
place them out, do not protect them 
from ſuch cruelty and injuſtice, and bring 
ſome of thoſe hardened ſcoundrels to 
condign puniſhment by way of example 
to others; I could fincerely wiſh ſome 
other method could be deviſed for clean- 


ing chimnies, than that which ſubjects 


theſe poor creatures to a degree of drud- 
gery and ſervility beneath the very brutes. 
But humanity as well as juſtice ſeems to 
be baniſhed this world, and mankind ap- 
Fear delighted with degrading and tor- 
turing each other, | 
* Thoſe ſmall country carts are con- 
veying the choiceſt vegetables and parti- 
cularly the moſt delicate fruits to the 
markets, in order to be expoſed by the 
ſale- folk, and purchaſed by iuch tetailers 
as furniſh thoſe epicures, who will give 


half a crown for a peach, or one pound 


One 
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one for a pine, although they will deny a 
_ cruſt of bread, a draught of ſmall beer, 
or a penny to purchaſe them, to an ex- 
piring fehewcreature. Bluſh, wretches, 
if any ſhame be left, or renounce all title 
to humanity! 

With what care and aſſiduity they 
are preparing in yonder market, food of 
all kinds for the repaſt of many that are 
now ſnoring in their beds , for the repaſt 
of many incumberers of ſociety, who 
hardly deſerve to eat at all. How the 
Carcaſe-mongers, eſpecially thoſe of the 
wholeſale kind, lay their heads together 
to keep up the price of their commodi- 
ties, in order to pamper themſelves and 
greaſy dames, while they grind che poor, 
and withhold from them the common 
bleſſings. of providence.” 

In the courſe of their walk eaſtward, 
they met with many of the votaries of 
Bacchus; ſtaggering home or elſewhere, 
with their eyes almoſt ſunk in their heads, 
and a ſtupid down-looking countenance,, 
as if ſome ſhame was left, and they were 
reflecting on their own egregious: folly 
in drowning their reaſon, and expoling 
themſelves to the ridicule, contempt, and 
avuſe of the lowelt claſs of n 

rom 


( 137.) 

From this circumſtance the ſage Guar- 
dian took occafion to remark, that if-the 
behaviour of a man of the leaft regard 
to delicacy, when in his fober intervals, 
could be truly repreſented to him, as it 
is when in a ſtate of intoxication, he 
would not only loath himſelf, but ſtrenu- 
ouſly endeavour to throw off ſo diſguft- 
ing a habit, than which nothing can more 
unman a rational being. - | 

Some, indeed, were ſo abandened, fo 
totally devoted to an exceſs of brurality, 
as to wallow in their filth, and glory in 
that which would have dyed the cheek of 
a Hotrentor, or any of the moſt unculti- 
vated inhabitants of this terreſtial globe 
ſuch is the uncontroulable power of a 
confirmed habit of vice. 

Our walking mates being by this time 
diſpoſed to reſt themſelves a little, turned 
into a houſe always opened very early for 
the reception and accommodation of per- 
fons, whoſe buſineſs requires attendance 
in the former part of the day; and were 
not a little amuſed with. the converſation 
thar paſſed im this place between divers 
of the gueſts and on various ſubjects. 

A diſpute aroſe between two affected 
politicians, concerning heroes and ſtateſ- 
men : one party averred that heroes were 

molt 


by - 
Sy 


( 132 ) 
moſt ferviceable to the world in general, 


as well as ſtates and Kingdoms in parti 


cular; the other declared himſelf poſi- 
tively on the other ſide of the queſtion, 
and in ſupport of the argument inſiſted 
that heroes had overturned kingdoms, 
burnt cities, murdered matrons, and 
children, raviſhed virgins, adding at the 


{ame time that neither fire, famine, nor 


peſtilence were half ſo prejudicial to man- 
kind as an ambitious monarch at the head 
of a formidable army, 

The other party in vindication of the 
heroes, obſerved, that though an ambi- 
tious monarch. might do more damage 
than fire, peſtilence, or famine, yet a cor- 
rupted . ſtateſman was certainly a greater 
curſe to his country, than an ambitious 


monarch ; and that no kingdom ever was 


ruined but by thoſe whole care- it ought 
to have been to have protected it. 

This was ſucceeded by a moit violent 
debate concerning different characters 
that compoſe the two contending parties 
in the political world; and to ſuch a 
pitch was their blind zeal carried, that 
oaths and ſcurrility were ſpared on net- 
ther fide to confirm their reſpective aſ- 
ſertions, and beſpatter the reſpective 
opponents; a behaviour that greatly 
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diſgufted the Guardian, who frankly 
gave it as his opinion from what he had 
read and ſeen of mankind, „That the 
abettois of one party as well as the 
other, had their own private end in view, 
and - conſequently that they were all ac- 
tuated by one common motive, which is 
{clf-intereſt; ſo that every perſon who is 
no way led into the political maze by his 
connections in lite, is wiſe in avoiding fo 
perplexed a labyrinth.” 

The Genius likewiſe expreſſed much 
concern, that thoſe ſquabbles ſhould 
ſo generally prevail to the excluſion of - } 
many more uſeful and beneficial conſi- | 
derations; to the injury of commerce, | 
mutual truſt and confidence between [| 


— 
_ * 0 p 
3A <_, _ —— — — 
— — — —ß — 55 — . 1 


e a 


wp — 


— 
_— ——— —  — 


— 
R 
— 


= indo ee ao Coed. oe GER Aeon, — 
— 


5 dia. HC 
r 


man and man, the abuſe of literature, | | 
and the neglect of many branches of in- # | 
{tructive and ornamental ſcience ; which A | 


inſtead of enflaming the minds of men, as | P 
political conteſts never fail to do, would [ih 
certainly tend to expand and ennoble | 
them, and reflect much honour on indi- | 

viduals, as well as be of very eſſential 
benefit to the community, ies | ot! 
The filence that generally prevails in [| |; 
the eaſtern part of this epitome of- the \ 
world, during the night, was ſucceeded | } 
by the noiſe of people paſſing and re: 

| paſſing 
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Paſſing about their reſpective bulineſs 
and preparations, ſeemed to be making in 
divers places for renewing the ſcene of 


active lite. 


This ſuggeſted to the Genius the dif. 
ference of one body of the people from 
the other, with reſpect not only to their 
ſentiments, rank, cuſtoms, and manners, 
but their general and lated courſe of 
living; a difference forming an abſolute 
contraſt, in which he commented in the 
following manner. 

So reverſe is the mode of living adopt- 
ed by what 1s termed the man "of qua- 
tity and faſhion, from that of the tradeſ- 
man or mechanic ; that they will appear 
on a little cont: deration, a kind of diſtinct 
beings, or creatures formed on and ac- 
tuated by principles diametrically oppo- 
ſite. 

The purlieus of the ſquares in the Weſt, 
and the wards of the city, one would 
imagine to be in different climates; ſince 
the inhabitants of the one are more ac- 


tive by night, the other in the day. Nay, 


their very manner of computation ſeems 
totally oppolite, -the one commencing a 
round of action at lun-ſetting, the other 
at ſun- riſiing. 

Nor 
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Nor are their employments leſs cdn- 
traſted than their order of time, ſince 
the man of quality often yawns through 
one part of life, and revels through the 
other, while the induſtrious member of 
ſociety wiſely divides his time, allotting 
a proper ſpace for the purpoſe of buſi- 
nels, recreation, and repoſe. Bey THe, 

Their ſtated times of riſing muſt of 
courſe differ, as in fact mult all their or- 
dinary functions of life. 

At this hour in particular you may 
obſerve a diverſity of manners. The fa- 
ſhionable world or beau monde, haraſſed 
with riot and revelling, are now retiring 
to reſt, while the laborious and uſeful 
part having repoſed their wearied limbs 
after the fatigue of the preceding day, 
during the hours limited and preſcribed 
by nature, ariſe with renewed vigour and 
alacrity, to proſecute their ordinary cal- 
lings and lawful occupations. 1 

Now the ſeat of noiſe and hurry will "vj 
ſoon be transferred from the Weſt to the | 
Eait, when the great will be ſnoring in- 
duſtriouſly ſhaded from the benign in- 
fluence of the ſolar beams, and the uſe- 
ful members of ſociety buſily awake in 
the ſervice of their families in particular, 
and the public in general. 
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In one quarter of the town, the night 
of filent repoſe may with as much pro- 
priety now be ſaid to begin, as the bright 
day of action in the other; their ſeveral 
departments being reſpectively adapted 
to thoſe different ſeaſons of time. In a 
word, the whole of their manners, forms, 
cuſtoms, and employments, are a per- 
fect contraſt, which 1s diſplayed at no 
hour more perceptibly than the preſent; 
when the one part is at it were finiſhing 
their day, and the other beginning 
Fhers, 

To judge of the propriety and ten- 
dency of the oppoſite characters and 
conducts I here refer to, requires but a 
moderate degree of judgment or expe- 
rience, ſince reaſon and nature as for- 
cibly command the one, as they condemn 
the other; which evidently counteract 
their great laws, that are immuta- 
bly and eternally the ſame ; and I ſhall 
only add, that however the worldly great 
may pique themſelves on the ſmiles of 
fortune, and glory in their ſhame, or 
look down with contempt on their in- 
duſtrious fellow- creatures, who miniſter 
to their every want; ſuch will not enjoy 
the approbation of their own minds, the 


pleaſures of reflection, and the eſteem of 
the 
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the wiſe and good; rewards permanent 
in themſelves, and which -preponderate | 
thefleeting tranſitory joys of luxury and i" 
diſſipation, that will always bring with b 
them pains, diſeaſes, herror of conſcience, 
and at length death itſelf. 

But leſt I hould tire your patience, I 
ſhall put a period to moralizing thus 
ſeriouſly, in order to paſs the following 
hour ; which is the laſt you will have of 
my company, in ſuch a manner as may 
beſt conduce to your inſtruction and en- 
tertainment; the ſole objects I had in 
view, when I propoſed accompanying 
you in your tour through the town.” 
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CHAP. XII. 


Sirange adventure at a certain noted bag- 
ni0.---Humorous ancedotes of ſome mo- 
dern bloods.---Deſcription of the town at 
fem-riſing ---Lendon, an epitome of the 
world.--- Addreſs frem the Genius to the 


Spy, by way of concluſion. _ 


Othing occurred worthy notice, till 

our peripatetics reached Charing 
Crofs,, when their attention was fixed on 
ſome objects peculiarly uncommon and 
ſurpriſing between the hours of five and 
{ix in the morning. 

It appea:ed on enquiry, that a couple 
of bucks of a certain bagnio, in order to 
amuſe themſelves at the expence of every 
thing, both decent and ſacred, propoſed 
A ſcheme to cauſe a ſudden and general 
reſurrection amongſt the neighbouring 
inhabitants from their downy beds on 


which they were repoſing themſelves. 


1 he ſcheme was to open the, door 
of the room in which they were ſitting, 
and going into the paſſage, loudly cry 
out, © Fire, fire.“ This they did, and 
with the deſired effect; for the alarm be- 
ing given, up ſtarted the caſual tenants 


of 
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of both ſexes, together with divers at- 
tendants and hand-maids, and by one ge- 
neral ſhriek, fignified the Fo. han and 
aſtoniſhment with which they were ſtruck 
at ſo ſudden and ſhocking an incident. 

The neighbourhood was likewiſe 
alarmed at this ſcandalous, not to ſay 
preſumptuous behaviour of the two 
bucks, who, inſtead of endeavouring to 
palliate their wanton conduct by imput- 
ing it to any cauſe reaſonably admiſſable, 


exulted in their inſolence and profligacy; 


and, with a degree of blaſphemy hardly 
to be equalled, informed ſeveral per- 
ſons who took upon them to chaſtiſe 
them, that they gave the falſe alarm, in 
order to ſee how nearly it might reſemble 
a grand and mementous event much 
talked of, but little credited by the gay 


and faſhionable part of mankind, who in 


conformity to their profeſſed principles, 
affected to treat every thing ſerious with 
the greateſt contempt and moſt arrogant 
diſdain. 

But their innocence did not protect 
them ; for-a proper officer being ſent for, 
they were ſecured, and afterwards treated 
in the manner they deſerved, in order to 
terrify others from daring to commit ſuch 

flagrant 
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flagrant indecencies, or ſo ſcandalouſly 
diſturb the public peace. 

The ſcene was ſucceeded by one truly 
droll, but injurious only to the principals 
concerned in it. Gazing about them, the 
Spy and his Guardian obſerved a croud 
of people gathered around the ſedan 
chairs, which it ſeemed were conveying 
home three very extraordinary choice ſpi- 
rits, who by general conſent, or rather 
in imitation of the brave who ſet the ex-. 
ample, had began with {ſetting fire to 
their hats, and from thence ſucceeded 
from one part of their apparel to another, 
till they had left themſelves bereft even 
of a ſhirt; in which plight, they called 
for chairs to carry them home, juſt in 
the ſtate of their father Adam. 

The Genius remarked in this event, 
that it was ſurpriſing to think into what 
an extravagance of folly, indecency, and 
even wickedneſs itſelf, perſons of good 
capacity and underitanding, as one of 
theſe was by him known to be, might 
be hurried by the influence of bad ex- 
ample, the effects of intemperance, and 
chicfly through the want of reſolution. 

* But if you will attend, ſaid the Ge- 
nius, I will furniſh you with ſome anec- 

dotes 
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dotes relative to thoſe bucks, which you 
will deem moſt glaringly deſcriptive of 
h e "charzCer of ſuch ſort of animals. 

** The youth who leads the van in 
this proceſſion, is endowed with very 
good natural abilities,* improved by a 
claſſical education at one of the public 


ſchools in this city. To this he added a 


competent knowledge of trade in general, 
and his own branch of buſineſs in parti- 
cular ; ſo that he bid fair to prove a uſe- 
ful and ornamental member of civil ſo- 
ciety. 

* Nor would he in all reaſonable pro- 
bability have failed here in, had he not 
been corrupted in his morals, and ſeduced 
from the regular way of lite to which he 
had been accuſtomed, by the practice and 
example of ſome neighbouring ſparks, 
who allured him into their company, by 
praiſing his good qualities, and ſoon found 
the way to bring him over to compliance 
with their abandoned principles and cuſ- 
roms, 

** When he had once entered the lift of 
a diſſolnte band, he ſoon rivalled the 


foremoſt; and being of a ſmart turn, 


was very happy at inventing new' fro- 

licks, and original whims and fancies for 

the entertainment of himſelf and his jo- 
vial 
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vial companions. Thus qualified, he is 
preſident of ſeveral clubs of choice ſpt- 
Tits, bucks, bloods, and good fellows, and 
keeps it un, as they term it, with as much 
humour, ſpirit, and glee, as the beſt ſoul 
within the extent of the whole court of 
Comus : but it is much, if ne does not 
Keep it up, nl it kicks him down either 
in purſe, perſon, or both; in which caſe, 
theſe mighty heroes generally tall never 
to riſe again, 

© The next of theſe. excentric blades 
never yet gave proof of the goodneſs ei- 
ther of his head or his heart, and could 


at no period of Jite claim with any de- 


gree of propriety, the leaſt ſhare of merit, 
perſonal, or mental. His friends, indeed, 
according to the common phraſe, were 
born before him; a circumſtance that 
enabled him to figure forth in life, with 
ſome outſide parade and eclat, as well as 
gave him a degree of confidence in com- 
pany, which added to an aſſumed air of 
conſequence, makes him paſs with thoſe 
who examin men and things but ſuper- 
ficially, as Somebody; but the more dif- 
cerning have long ago diſcovered him to 
be Neboch. 
He is the moſt peremptory block- 
head, and impertinent puppy, that ever 
peſtered 
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peſtered company, or interrupted ſocial 
converſe ; and as he is ever prating, and: 


to no purpoſe, generally mixes with the 


lower claſs, who from dependant views, 
and other ſordid, or ſiniſter cauſes, are in- 
duced to endure his nonſenſe, which he 
utters without ceaſing, and that very 
frequently for hours together. To em- 
belliſh his inſignificant diſcourſes, he ſel- 
dom fails to introduce, what is called by 
ſatirical wits the marvellous, and bounces; 
or in plain terms, lies, with a front of 
braſs: he is indeed a perfect bully, and 
thinks to enforce his vague, futile opi- 
nions, by bellowing his nonſenſe 1n the 
ears of thoſe wao have patience enough 
to attend to it; and indeed, in one word, 


may be deemed a compound of noiſe and 


nonſenſe. 

The laſt ofthis amiable ſociety is one 
'of thoſe fools, commonly termed a very 
good natured fellow, who will do juſt 
what he is bid, and commit the greateſt 
abſurdities or injuſtice, either with re- 
ſpect to himſelf or others, for the mere 
ſake of compliance, amd maintaining a 
character, which he vainly eſteems ho- 


nourable, or at leaſt reſpectable, while it- 


reflects the higheſt diſgrace on his under- 
ſtanding, and carries with it every token 
of 


» 
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of foliy or abſurdity that can ſully human 
nature, or degrade a rational and ſocial 
being. 1988 


& There is not perhaps a more dan- 


gerous notion than this fallacious idea of 
good nature, which leads weak perſons 
from ſlight foibles into enormities, at the 
beck or nod of ſuch as avail themſelves of 


their unhappy diſpoſition ; who at length, 


when this miſtaken good-nature has in- 


volved them in difficulties unſurmcunt- 


able, will deride their weakneſs, and the 
beſt appellation they then can beſtow up- 
on them, will be that of good-natured 
fools.” 

* Contemptible Triumvirate, obſerved 
the Spy; from ſuch affociations, good 
heaven deliver us! let me return ſincere 
ſincere thanks to my Guardian Genius 
for his kind information, advice, and aſ- 
ſiſtance, on every occaſion that offers 
during the courſe of our progreſs, which 
] truſt will produce the moſt ſalutary ef- 


fects.” 


By this time it approached the hour of 
ſix, a ſeaſon when the induſtrious and re- 
gular part of the world in general begin 
to think of ſtirring, and betake them- 
ſelves to their reſpective employments or 


Obſerve 
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« Obferve that ſage-looking man, ld 
the Genius, opening the windows of his 


ſtudy ; he is now perhaps fitting down 


to digeſt and methodize ſome thoughts 
that may have promiſcuouſly occurred to 
him in the night ſeaſon, when the con- 
templative mind has frequently an op- 
portunity of ruminating on ſuch ſub- 
jects as particulary ſtrike it; uninterrupt- 
ed by the noiſe and hurry of buſineſs, 
which are the bane of intent thought, 
and ſerious reflection. 


« You ſee, ſaid OW TEAS moſt of | 


our retailers of malt have opened their 


reſpective ſhops, in order to wait for ſome 
idle, fooliſh cuſtomers, whoſe ſtated buſi- 


neſs is to booze from the hour they riſe, 
till that in which they go to bed, to the 
impairing their conſtitutions, and ſo re- 
ducing themſelves and families (if they, 
have any) to a ſtate of poverty and 
vogrolalingls Many of thoſe overgrown,. 
purſe-proud fellows, ſwallow a good mo- 
derate quantity of divers liquors by din- 
ner time, which by ſome may be deemed 


a profitable employment; but ſuch a 
mean practice generally brings its own m 


puniſhment with it, and entails diſorders 


which remain for life. 
O 60 On 
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* On the other hand, many are riſen 
to partake of the benefit of the morning 
air, or walk a mile or two out of rown, 
to create an appetite for breakfaſt, or 
cauſe a gentle breathing after the laſt 
night's debauch. 

In yonder bedchamber lies an old 
infirm debauchee,who thoroughly plagued 
with the ſins of his youth, 1s wrangling 
with his diſeaſes as he lies on his bed, 
and repining, becauſe nature has not al- 
tered her courſe, and exempted him from 
the common fate of mankind. 

That poſle of males and females 
thronging after each other, are taylors, 
barbers, ſhoemakers, ſtaymakers, milli- 
ners, glovers, hoop-petticoat makers, 
&c, &c. juſt ſtarted, and now repairing 
to their reſpective ſhops to follow the 
old trade of baſket-making. | 

„That Don with the full perriwig, 
and perhaps very empty ſcull, has the 
air of a phytician, and, it is probable, is 
poſting to ſome patient, who may have 
{ent for him late the preceding night; but 
as his doctorſhip could not be diſturbed, 
he *haz been under a neceſſity of waitin 
tull of pain and agony for him till he 
thould pleaſe to riſe 1n the morning. 

« I hoſe 
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« Thoſe ſparks with their hair abo 
their ears, and gloves upon their de- 
licate hands, that are removing ſhut- 
ters, rubbing windows, and counters, or 
ſweeping ſhops, and the entrance to ſhops, 
are a kind of fribbles in buſineſs and 
fops out of buſineſs, who though oblig- 
ed to ſubmit to theſe ſervile offices, 
think themſelves above the quality of 
tradeſmen, and are never ſo happy as 
when tricked out on Sundays, in the 
neweſt taſte; they affect to put on the 
gentleman, which ſits as awkwardly upon 


them as ruffles on a butcher, or a laced. 


waiſtcoat on a bum-bailit But *tis the 
common folly of mankind to affect to be 
what they are not, and ſtrive to be what 
they _annot. 


„Thus you find, continued the in- 


telligent Guardian, the greater part of 
mankind are riſen, or preparing to riſe, 
to go like the ſun their ſtated round or 
courſe, of which you have the moſt lively 


demonſtration in the metropolis at this 


hour; ſince it abounds with ſuch a num- 
ber of inhabitants, and thoſe of ſuch va- 
rious employments, purſuits, and diſpo- 

ſitions.“ N e 
You find therefore, with what pro- 
O 2 priety, 
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priety, London has frequently and very 
juſtly been called an epitome of the 
world, both from the variety of ſcenes 
that are daily tranſacted in it, its numer- 


ous inhabitants, collected from all parts 


of the globe, their various and numberleſs 
purſuits, comprizing in a word, the 
quicquid agunt homines, or different tranſ- 
actions of mankind in general. 

It is a receptacle for perſons 'of all 
climatcs, nations, faiths, complexions, and 
profeſſions, and therefore affords an uni- 
verſal difplay of both men and things. 

As it is neceſſary in order rightly to 
underſtand ourſelves and others, to ſee 
the dark as well as bright ſide of human 
nature- (obſerved the Genius) I have 
choſen to conduct you through this ex- 
tenſive and motley town during a ſeries of 
time, in which the weak and the profli- 
pate give a looſe to their follies and vices, 
and the hypocrite enjoys his favourite 
ſins, through covert of the night, which 
veils their dark actions from the view of 
the greater part of mortals, and cauſes 
them to paſs with many for the reverſe of 
what they are provided, they are verſed 
in the arts of diſguife and deception. 

If we oſerve minutely, and 1 
Els 
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deliberately on the general opinions and 
conduct which prevail in human life, we 
ſhall find that our mighty pretences to 
dignity of nature, ſuperior excellence in 
the rank of creation, aud the conſequence 
that we aſſume thereon, are futile and 
groundleſs; ſince our boaſted reaſon is 
little better than puerility, and we are all 


of us more or leſs diverted and amuſed 


with toys and baubles, and dupes and 
ſlaves, either to our foibles or our vices. 
I would not be fo cenſorious as to aſſiſt 
that there is no virtue exiſting among 
us; but I muſt be fo honeſt as to ac- 
knowledge that it is very rarely to be 
found : we think, indeed, that we each 
of us poſſeſs ſome good qualities ; but 
the difficulty is to perſuade others to think 
foi Mankind, notwithſtanding all their 


pretenſions to excellencies, either moral or 


perſonal, by their actions draw their own 
portrait; hey hold themſelves to view 
in their own conduct, and a diſcerning 
mind, who views things more than ſupet- 
ficially, will frankly ſubſcribe to the 
trite axiom, that the world's but a ſtage, 
and all men and women merely players. 
Our immortal bard, Shakeſpear, has ex- 
cellently depicted the progreſs of hu- 

| man 
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man life from the cradle to the grave, in 
one of his beautiful dramatic pieces; and 
I am amazed that the ſubject has not 
furniſhed a hint to ſome of our great 
painters, as the effect might be heighten- 
ed by the artiſt's pencil, and be more 
forcible than a verbal deſcription. He 
therein characterizes mortals in every 
{tage of their exiſtence; and if you pe- 


ruſe his account, you will find it nearly 


agree with the different remarks I have 
made, during the courſe of our progrels ; 
that we begin with infancy, and cloſe the 


ſcene with a ſecond childhood, after hav- 


ing run through a ſtate of complicated 
pain and pleaſure, which at length proves 
but as a very dream. 

« Thus I have endeavoured to act the 
ſame part by you, as a certain Demon, 
(tho' by his candid behaviour, he ſhould 
be deemed his good ſpirit, or affiſtant 
Genius) did by a favourite pupil, who, 
though well converſant in books, knew 


little or nothing of the extenſive field of 
human nature, till expanded and ex- 
plained by one who profeſſed a. much 


greater degree of uſeful and neceſſary 
knowledge than himſelf. 


I have unrayelled many things which 
were 
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were before dark and intricate, and ex- 


poſed many characters wholly unknown 


to you before. I have related many facts, 
which though fatal, are true, and there- 
fore ſo many proofs of my veracity. 

I knew that you were much better 
acquainted with the occult ſciences than 
the purlieus of St. James's, the hundreds 
of Drury, or the coaſt of Wapping ; that 
you had ſtudied books more than man, 
and that though you had been conver- 
ſant with an Alexander, an Auguſtus, and 
a Conſtantine, you had neveran hour's diſ- 
courle with any of our modern great 
men. 

* You find from the remarks I have 
made, and the characters I have de- 
ſcribed, that merit is very little regarded 
by any claſs of men; and that on the 
other hand, pimping, gaming, and ly- 
ing, are the chief ſteps to preferment, 


and the notice of the great. 


« But let not this influence your con- 
duct; dare even to be ſingular, amidft 
a torrent of corruption, and let the vices 
and follies to which you have been, eye- 
witneſs, prove rather incentives to a no- 
ble, generous, and ſublime way of think- 
ing and acting, than atonements to the 

mean 


mean paths of avarice, oppreſion or dic 


ſipation. 
Thus ſpake the Guardian S 


and then e. with this ſhort, but 
pathetic farewel. Adieu remember 
To Bs G00D is TO BE HAPPY, | 
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